DONOR O ROBO BORGO OO OHIO} GING OGG NGNS 


©) 


a 


\ 


hn 


REPOR 
| a GEO 
MESSE! 


A Prayer for Christmas 
Morning 


By Henry van Dyke 


The day of Joy returns, Father in Heaven, and 
crowns another year with peace and good-will. Help 
us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, that we 
may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of 
the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close 
the doors of hate and open the doors of love all over 
the world; let kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil, by 
the blessing that Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clean hearts. May the Christmas morning 


make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas 
evening bring us to our bed with grateful thoughts, 
Amen. 


forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. 
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Bethlehem 


I shall not tarry over scrolls 

That chart the planets of the night; 
Nor follow paths of endless goals, 

The ordered orbs of Heaven's light; 
Nor shall I halt with sense and mind 

At palace, porch or merchant’s mart; 
My caravan shall press to find 

A Saviour for my hungry heart. 


Harry Webb Farrington. 


A Good Will Visit 


The accompanying picture com- 
memorates a happy friendship ce- 
mented at Grace Church, Shippens- 
burg, Pa., on Oct. 26, when thirty 
members of the “Broadcaster Class” 
of Heidelberg S. S., York, Pa., Dr. 
W. Sherman Kerschner, pastor, paid 
a fraternal visit to Shippensburg, 60 
miles away, in time to attend Sunday 
School, as guests of the Kinetic Men’s 
Bible Class. The Class then attend- 
ed Church worship and heard an able 
sermon by a son of Heidelberg, now 
pastor of Grace Church, the Rev. C. 
Eugene Blum. The Kinetics antici- 
pate returning this good-will visit. 
(The pastor, Rev. Mr. Blum, and the 
S. S. Supt., Mr. H. W. Allison, can 
be seen in the front row.) 
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REDEDICATION AND UNVEILING AT 
ST. LUKE’S, LANCASTER, PA., THE 
REV. JOHN F. FRANTZ, PASTOR 


St. Luke’s Reformed Church, Lancaster, 
Pa., Rev. John F. Frantz, pastor, rededi- 
cated its enlarged and renovated Church 
edifice on Oct. 5. The sermon at the morn- 
ing service was preached by Prof. Nevin 
©. Harner. At the evening service the 
Rey. Charles D. Spotts delivered the mes- 
sage, These services were continued dur- 
ing the week. Tuesday evening was desig- 
nated as “Classis Night,’ when the Rev. 
George B. Raezer, president of Lancaster 
Classis, and the Rev. D. G. Glass, stated 
clerk, delivered messages. Wednesday 
evening was “Sunday School Night.” Mr. 
George B. Sacks, president of the Lancas- 
ter City Sunday School Association, de- 
livered the address. On Friday evening 
the service preparatory to the Holy Com- 
munion was held and the sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Oswin 8. Frantz, 
D.D. Holy Communion was administered 
on Sunday, Oct. 12, with a brief medita- 
tion by the pastor. This was the largest 
fall Communion in the history of*the con- 
gregation. 


St. Luke’s dates back to Nov. 15, 1874, 
when a Sunday School was organized in 
the Middle School Building on Mulberry 
Street by a committee of students from 
the seminary—Wm. F. Lichliter, John C. 
Bowman and Zwingli A. Yearick. It was 
then known as St. Stephen’s Mission Sun- 
day School and was sponsored by St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, Dr. E. V. Gerhart, pastor. 
The congregation was organized Jan. 12, 
1879, with Rev. Jacob F. Wiant as its first 
pastor. On Mar. 14, 1880, Rev. Mr. Wiant 
resigned and on May 30 of the same year, 
Rev, Wm. F. Lichliter became the pastor, 


continuing for a period of over 43 years. 
On Sept. 10, 1923, Rev. Mr. Lichliter ten- 
dered his resignation and was immediately 
elected pastor emeritus. He entered into 
rest Jan. 30, 1926. The present pastor, 
Rey. John F. Frantz, assumed his duties 
as pastor of St. Luke’s June 1, 1924. 

The Chureh was built on a lot on Mari- 
etta Ave., donated by John C, Hager, the 
cornerstone being laid Oct. 26, 1879, and 
dedicated Feb. 6, 1880. The original build- 
ing was enlarged in 1888 and a second time 
in 1907. The continuous growth of the 
Sunday School since 1924 made it neces- 
sary to enlarge again in 1930. An addi- 
tion of 18 x 24 with a tower of 12 x 12, 
leading to a second story addition of 32 x 
36, was erected. This provides for a much 
needed additional separate room for the 
Junior Department, and separate rooms for 
the Beginners and the Nursery Depart- 
ments. St. Luke’s is now equipped for a 
Sunday School of an attendance of 500. 
The average attendance since October this 
year has been 328. 

The recent improvements also include 
the refrescoing of the Church auditorium, 
the installation of new electric lights, and 
a new vacuum vapor heating system, the 
painting of the exterior of the Church and 
parsonage, the erection of a front porch at 
the parsonage and the laying of cement 
walks about the Church. The total cost 
of these improvements was $11,199.10. For 
the payment of the same $6,567.11 cash has 
been received and there is an unpaid 
pledge of $380.46. This leaves an actual 
indebtedness of $4,631.99. The exception- 
ally large attendance at the Communion 
service on the closing day of the rededi- 
eatory services and the radiant zeal mani- 
fested by all its members gives ample eyi- 
dence of the fine spirit that prevails at 


M-E-S.S-EN.G-E-R 


DECEMBER 18, 1930 


St. Luke’s and is a fitting tribute to the 
devoted services of the former pastor, and 
an expression of affectionate loyalty to the 
present pastor, 

A second service of interest and signifi- 
cance was held on Noy. 16. It marked the 
unveiling of a bronze tablet erected by a 
devoted people to the memory of the form- 
er pastor, the Rev. Wm. F. Lichliter, in 
grateful recognition of his faithful serv- 
ices as pastor for 43 years and as a mani- 
festation of the high esteem in which he 
was held. It is a loving tribute to the 
consecrated services of a truly devoted 
pastor. Raymond Evers Whitmore, Jr., a 
grand-nephew of Rev. Mr. Lichliter, un- 
veiled the tablet. The sermon was preach- 
ed by Dr. Oswin 8S. Frantz, head of the 
Department of New Testament Science in 
our seminary. It was a masterful dis- 
course, calling attention to the three out- 
standing characteristics of a true pastor 
and preacher—a revealer of God, a re- 
vealer of man, and a leader in fellowship 
with God through worship; closing with a 
ringing challenge that the spirit which 
prompted the erection of the tablet might 
be expressed constantly in the lives of the 
members of St. Luke’s. Addresses were 
delivered by Dr. R. C. Schiedt, an intimate 
friend, and by the pastor. The tablet is 
of solid armor bronze with a bas relief 
portrait modeled by the noted seulptor, De 
Cozar. The wreath at the base of the por- 
trait is symbolic, the branch of oak leaves 
on one side embodying the idea of strength 
and the olive branch on the other side sig- 
nifying peace. The border carries out the 
Greecian thought of the heart and arrow, 
which signifies life and death, the heart 
life entering the world, and the arrow 
piercing the heart in death, 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


Records of the happenings at Hood have 
been omitted for over a month during the 
absence of the recorders, in the persons of 
President and Mrs. Apple, from their de- 
parture Oct. 27 to the date of landing on 
the morning of Dec. 1. Hood, however, 
carried on in an admirable manner and had 
in reality a very busy month, apparently 
undisturbed by the absence of its presi- 
dent. 

In a running summary of these happen- 
ings words cannot well describe the depth 
and intensity of the week-end conferences 
of Dr. A. Bruce Curry from Oct. 24 to 26, 
inclusive. Dr. Curry has made a firm 
place in the hearts of Hood students and 
whenever he may come or wherever he 
may be they will always count it a bless- 
ing to sit at his feet and be guided by his 
advice and discussion. 

Nov. 8 marked the return of Branson 
DeCou with his Dream Pictures, delineating 
this time the wonders seen in a motor trip 
through our national parks. This was of 
especial interest this year as the college 
community was thus permitted to look 
upon the screen at the wonders of such 
natural phenomena as the Grand Canyon 
almost to the day when their president and 
his wife were actually visiting this scene. 

The Vesper service just before Armistice 
Day is usually known as Armistice Vesper 
and we have for years been having as the 
speaker the chaplain of the Navy Yard 
in Washington. The message of Chaplain 
Weyman was an appropriate one and, like 
all of its predecessors, a plea for peace 
rather than for war. 

On Nov. 10, the International Debate 
was held, our own team debating with two 
German students on the pros and cons of 
“Nationalism.” Perhaps the two sets of 
debaters failed to find common ground in 
their definition and as a result both paid 
tribute to a sane and guarded nationalism 
as against an exclusive and selfish one. 
The German students were delighted with 
Hood and generally with their visit to 
America thus far. An added number to 
our public entertainment course came in a 
matinee performance by the Zimmer Harp 


(Continued on page 18) 
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A DAY OF PRAYER 


There are many reasons why prayer should be much in 
evidence these days. The organ of the Christian Reformed 
Church, The Banner, published in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
tells of a resolution adopted by the Men’s Federation of that 
denomination, calling upon the President of the United 
States to inaugurate next Spring a national custom of ob- 
serving an annual Day of Prayer for God’s blessing upon 
the nation. In the language of the resolution, “the giving 
of thanks for mercies received (on our National Thanks- 
giving Day) is but a partial acknowledgment of God unless 
it has been preceded by a day of prayer for future blessings 
desired.”” Therefore the President is petitioned to appoint 
by proclamation a national Prayer Day, “inviting our nation 
to supplicate Almighty God, for the Saviour’s sake, for His 
blessings upon husbandry, industry, commerce and all other 
lawful activities.” 

Other Christian Churches and their auxiliary organiza- 
tions are requested to take similar action and to present it 
to President Hoover. We agree with The Banner in its 
judgment that America’s most urgent need is not so much 
a restoration of self-confidence, but ‘the humbling of our 
hearts before God on account of our gross national sins— 
our materialism, our pride, our complacency, our rejection 
of the Word of God.” In view of our fundamental need 
for more religion, we can see no good reason why we should 
not give our hearty and unqualified endorsement to such a 
proposal for a Day of Prayer. As we recall it, President 
Wilson summoned the people to observe such a day during 
the dark hours of the World War, and many believe it was 
a turning-point in that conflict. Who does not believe that 
there are grave reasons why all loyal Americans should join 
in contrition, confession and supplication for God’s forgive- 
ness and blessing today? Such a Day of Prayer might in- 
deed prove to be an epoch in American history. 

But whether or no the above proposal be adopted, let 
the Church be sure to exercise her leadership now. There 
are seasons of prayer long since established, which in many 
cases have been neglected and abandoned. Why petition 
the Government to appoint a Day of Prayer when we fail 
to make use, as Christians, of these spiritual opportunities ? 
Every Lord’s Day is, in a real sense, a special Prayer Day 
in our Churches—and millions of professing Christians, 
pledged to allegiance, rarely participate, their empty pews 


giving mute but eloquent testimony to their lack of loyalty. 
There is a special time of prayer at the closing of a year and 
the entrance upon a new year of grace, known for a long 
time as the Watch Night Service. Many in the past have 
found it a means of untold blessing. How many today 
feel sufficient spiritual concern to spend that holy hour on 
their knees before God? How many of our Churches will 
even attempt to summon their people to such a fellowship 
of prayer? We await the answer. Then in the early days 
of the new year there is a Week of Prayer, designed to sum- 
mon all the Churches of a community into a solemn com- 
munion of waiting before the Lord, petitioning the throne 
of grace for the Divine benediction upon all the agencies 
of spiritual uplift at home and abroad. How many pastors 
and official boards will make earnest with this opportunity ? 
Is it a good excuse to say that there are too many things 
te be done today—we cannot afford to waste time on a 
Week of Prayer. When Martin Luther was busiest, we 
remember, he solemnly declared he couldn’t get along with 
less than three hours of prayer a day. The Master Himself 
could afford, brief as His earthly career was, to spend en- 
tire nights in prayer. We seem, also, to remember the place 
once occupied by the mid-week prayer service in the con- 
gregation, and the family altar in the home. With the fires 
of worship going out in so many homes, one should think 
a spiritual institution like the Church of Christ would con- 
sider the maintenance of a congregational prayer service as 
absolutely essential to spiritual health and vitality. How 
many congregations have given up this notion, and why? 

More prayer? Yes, by all means. But to foster this 
spiritual activity in others, let the Churches first of all set 
the right example! “Judgment must begin at the House of 
God.” We summon all the true followers of Jesus Christ 
to a great day of prayer. 

* * * 


CHRISTMAS THEN AND NOW 


Sitting in my office and turning the pages of last week’s 
issue of the Mrss—ENGER—the Christmas number—my 
thoughts began to wander back and forth, and the question 
came to me, “How would this Christmas issue compare with 
those of half a century ago, in giving recognition to the 
Christmas season or to Christmas Day as a Church festival ?”’ 
I then remembered that in my office was a bound volume of 
copies of the MESSENGER covering several years. How old 
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they were, I could not recall, but I knew that they were 
once the property of the late Dr. Henry Harbaugh, and 
had been presented to our office by his daughter. The vol- 
ume was of newspaper size. 

Spreading open this large volume on my desk I dis- 
covered that it held copies of the MESSENGER covering the 
years 1849-’50 and 751; just 75 years ago. A careful ex- 
amination revealed the fact that except for an editorial or 
an appropriate sermon in the issue nearest to December 
25th, there was no mention of or reference to Christmas as 
a Church festival. (The entire first page of the issue of 
Dec. 11, 1850, is given over to the “President’s Message” 
and signed, “Millard Fillmore, Dec. 2, 1850.”) 

Once again my thoughts carried me back to the time when 
I was a boy in the “Primary Department” of our Sunday 
School, in Emmanuel Church, Hanover, Pa. Well can I 
recall the Christmas carols we used to sing. How we loved 
to sing— 

“Little children, can you tell, 
Do you know the story well, 
Every girl and every boy, 
Why the angels sing for joy, 
On the Christmas morning?” 


A few years later, as a youth, I sang soprano on our 
Church choir. One Sunday near Christmas-tide, our pastor, 
the late Dr. William K. Zieber, announced that an early 
service of praise would be held in Emmanuel Church at 
6 o’clock Christmas morning. 

What a commotion that announcement did make! Not 
so much among Emmanuel’s members as among the town’s 
folks. Soon it was said that Dr. Zieber would celebrate an 
early mass Christmas morning; that he would wear a gown 
(something that he never wore), and that candles would be 
burned on the altar. Long before the hour for services, 
that Christmas morning, the Church was crowded to the 
doors. Even the old gallery was so thoroughly filled that 
our choir space was invaded. Of course the service proved 
to be a most inspirational one. As an opening anthem our 
choir sang the “Gloria” from Mozart’s 12th Mass—that 
was as near to the mass as we arrived that morning. 

During the reading of the Gospel Lesson, as found in 
Luke 1-2, the choir chanted the “Magnificat,” the “Benedic- 
tus” and the “Nunc Dimittis” as they followed one after 
the other in the Gospel lesson. I am confident that many 
who came that morning from mere curiosity—if not to 
mock—went to their homes rather ashamed of themselves, 
and perhaps edified because of that most helpful and wor- 
shipful service. This critical attitude, that even spoke of 
the approaching service as a “papal innovation,” need not 
be a source of surprise, when we remember that 50 years 
ago, and even later, many congregations of other denomina- 
tions, and perhaps some of our own—made no recognition 
of Christmas as a Church festival. Today some of those 
same Churches have run to the other extreme. Christmas 
is observed, but as a time for holding an “entertainment” 
or “exhibition,” with a real live Santa Claus and all the 
other trimmings, to amuse the children, both large and 
small. Yes, times change, customs change—so do the hearts 
and minds of us humans! —A.M. S. 

* * * 


A FOOTNOTE 


The Editor would like to call special attention to the sig- 
nificant footnote which appears in this issue at the close of 
the exposition of the Christian Endeavor Topic. It tells 
in a very simple and modest way of a great service greatly 
rendered. We doubt if many Church papers can give us 
a record to surpass that, No wonder the editor of that 
department has come to be known to many as “Christian 
I¢ndeavor” Schaeffer. May he long continue to serve us 
in this splendid way! 


* * * 


RAISING OUR STANDARDS 


These times call loudly for greater devotion and power 
on the part-of the Church of Christ to overcome the evil 
influences that appear to be gaining strength all around us. 
We must not be found lacking in the duty of preserving, 
upholding, and defending truth, purity, and all righteous- 
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ness in accordance with the moral and civil law. This de- 
mands a greater devotion and sacrifice of time and means 
to God and to the up-building of His Kingdom through the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

We have the promise of our Lord that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against His Church, but God needs good 
soldiers of the Cross to help fulfill this promise. Are we 
among them? What constitutes the Kingdom of God or 
His Church militant on the earth? Surely every individual 
who is a member thereof. Can we honestly say that we 
are doing our part? Do we attend every meeting of our 
Church and Sunday School—and bring our children with us 
every Sunday except when sickness prevents? Do we strive 
to gather new members to Christ and the Church by kindly 
acts and persuasion? Do we as men and women give any 
time and encouragement to the work of the boys and girls 
in their societies, both by precept and example? Do we 
adequately support the work of our Church at home and 
abroad? Do we pray daily for the coming of the Kingdom 
of Christ and for grace to do our part to hasten its coming? 
Brethren, let us work while it is day, for the night cometh 
when no man can work. —W. H. D. 

anion whe 


“STANDING AT THE PORTAL OF THE 
OP’NING YEAR” 


Our first “Memory Hymn” for the year 1931 was writ- 
ten by Frances Ridley Havergal, talented daughter of Canon 
W. H. Havergal, of the Church of England. Miss Haver- 
gal is considered to be the most gifted and popular woman 
hymn writer of the past half century that England has pro- 
duced. Her father was also a writer of hymns, but was 
more distinguished as a musician and composer of Church 
music than as a poet. Everything that inheritance, musical | 
environment and a cultured Christian home could do to 
make a Christian singer and hymn writer belonged to Fran- 
ces Havergal in her youth. Born at Astley, Worcestershire, 
Dec. 14, 1836, she consecrated herself to her Saviour when 
15 years old; this marked for her the beginning of a beau- 
tiful Christian life. She was the author of many hymns, 
among which is found that other New Year’s hymn, “An- 
other Year is Dawning”; also “Golden Harps are Sound- 
ing”; “Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak” ; and the well- 
known hymn of consecration, “Take My Life and Let It 
Be.” She died June 3, 1879, leaving behind many precious 
poems of Christian faith, love and service. 

In many ways our Memory Hymn suggests to us that 
other familiar hymn of faith and confidence, “How Firm 
a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord.” The refrain, “On- 
ward then and fear not,” closing each stanza of her hymn, 
adds the imperative urge to go forward, trusting in the en- 
during promises of the Lord. This note of assurance is 
most appropriate as we enter a new year of grace. We 
do not know what is in the darkness of our lot or of the 
future, but we shall not fear, because the Word of our God 
shall never pass away. 

The tune “St. Alban’, to which this hymn is set, was 
written by John B. Dykes, and arranged from a music 
score written by that renowned German musician, Franz 
Joseph Haydn, the author of “The Creation,” “The Sea- 
sons”, and a number of grand symphonies. It will do us 
good to master this comforting and inspiriting hymn as we 
enter the gates of another year. 

* *« * 


THE SHEER FOLLY OF WAR 


At this Christmas season, one welcomes hopeful views 
concerning world peace with more than ordinary enthusiasm. 
Though some American tourists, after brief visits to other 
lands, come back with sad forebodings and tell us that 
war clouds are more and more threatening, it makes us 
elad and grateful to read the testimony of Mr. Charles 
Dewey, who has just completed a term of three years as 
financial advisor to the government of Poland. Having 
lived at the very heart of that Central Europe, where the 
flames of war are expected by some observers to flare up 
again at any moment, Mr. Dewey asserts emphatically that _ 
another European war is impossible for many years to come. 
He stresses the growing recognition of a common inter 
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among the nations, and is well aware of the grave economic 
problems which “press for attention and render war an 
extremely hazardous idea for Governments to play with.” 

In a discerning interview with M. Briand in the New 
York Times, that distinguished French statesman forcefully 
states that a deterrent to war is operative today which did 
not exist in the Europe of 1914. He says: “If war were 
to break out now, conditions would not be the same as in 
1914. The nation responsible for a declaration of war 
would certainly have to face something even worse—civil 
war.” 

It is plain that troublemakers will have to reckon much 
more seriously in the future with this mass resistance and 
popular protest against war, as well as with the fear of 
annihilation increasingly inspired by improvements in all 
sorts of death-dealing devices. 

Though we would be better satisfied if the growth of 
goodwill and brotherliness would make war unthinkable, it 
is some consolation to have these negative factors which 
make the insanity of war so clear to all who are able to 
think. 

eee ee 


“EMANCIPATED” FOLKS 


Superficial and frivolous people are largely governed by 
words. For example, I often hear young people who have 
thrown over the principles of their parents, speak of them- 
selves as “Emancipated.” It is such a splendid achievement 
to be free from bondage and enter into a larger liberty, that 
IT have examined with care this new “emancipation.” To 
me it looks astonishingly like slavery. I notice these eman- 
cipated people are absolute slaves of fashion. They may not 
like tobacco, especially if they are girls and young women, 
who would really prefer to keep their mouths clean, their 
breath pure and their complexions fresh, but they feel 
obliged to smoke. All the others do it—and these emanci- 
pated people can’t differ from the crowd. They may know 
that liquor has to be bought, if it is to be much used socially, 
and that its purchase must breed bootleggers and racketeers 
and encourage lawbreaking—not to speak of other aspects 
of drinking—but they do not feel free to refuse to take a 
cocktail, if the host is serving drinks. 

They may know that gambling is a passion that has 
wrecked many a life and introduces into social intercourse 
a fierce element of competition and covetousness, but they 
are ashamed to refuse to play for stakes. Strangely like the 
members of a chain-gang are these emancipated people. 
They have to keep step; they dare not break the ranks. 

They may joke about the timid subservience of those who 
stand by ancestral principles ; but they themselves are afraid 
to profess a principle. If they don’t smoke, it is not because 
they dislike the practice, but because it disagrees with them. 
If they don’t take a cocktail, again they must elaborately 
explain that principle does not enter in; it is their defect of 
vitality or unfortunate idiosyncracy. If they do not play 
for a stake, it is, of course, for no puritanical scruple, but 
simply because they have no head for cards. 

They will be fortunate, if their excuses are accepted. For 
there is an extiuordinary amount of tyranny among these 
emancipated. The hostess is so apt to frown and say, 
“Don’t be a spoil-sport,” or the host to exclaim, “You must- 
n’t queer my party.” Their boasted emancipation looks 
much like the slavery of fashion and the fear of man that 
bringeth a snare. 

These emancipated people remind me of the fable of 
Aesop. The sleek and comfortable dog, who was chained 
all night, almost persuaded the unowned dog that he was 
as free as he, until the free dog happened to spy around 
his neck the marks of a collar. 

These emancipated people talk big of their freedom, but 
I see the unmistakable marks of the collar, They are 
fashion’s slaves. They do not dare to stand alone. 

Cary E. Gramner, S.T.D. 


a * * 


THE CURE FOR CARE 


Are we all zoing insane? Surely this is not a p‘easant 
prospect to contemplate, but in the judgment of Dr. S. D. 
Schmalhausen, a noted New York psychiatrist and former 
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psychologist of the Labor Temple Institute, “every person 
in America is already suffering from some form of insan- 
ity.” He defines sanity as “ability to bear up steadily under 
adverse conditions,” and insanity as “the tendency to ‘break’ 
easily.”’ And in his opinion, there is not a single “well” 
man in the country today who is not the victim of psycho- 
erotic confusion. “No one can possibly be normal,” he 
declares, “for the structure of the human mind is not cap- 
able of adjustment to the tension of today’s contradictory 
life.” Everything, everybody, is in competition, and this 
competition exerts its influence most harmfully in the con- 
test between two systems of conception which have grown 
out of two separate streams of thought running through 
our country’s history. “One is that of pretense, which en- 
nobles every patriotic shrine and figure. The other is real- 
ism, which drags the same ideas in the dust every two min- 
utes.” Failing to understand how we do this, we become 
confused to the point where integration is impossible; and 
sanity consists of integration, harmony and sincerity. Our 
minds, alas, are saturated with ‘melodramas.’ These are 
habits of thinking of everything in terms of black and white, 
good and evil, or other extremes. ‘We must get beyond 
this poisonous system,” he added, “for it is too rigid, too 
intolerant. And in the final analysis, insanity results from 
nothing less than excessive rigidity. The mind is increas- 
ingly intelligent as it becomes more flexible. But all of us 
are going insane by degrees. We simply cannot stand the 
strain. Our minds are terribly perturbed by the steady 
throb of the great cities where we congregate, and which 
continues even when all is silent.’ 

It is difficult to keep cheerful in the presence of such a 
lugubrious diagnosis. It is easy, of course, to reply that 
the statement of this scientist is pessimistic in the extreme, 
and perhaps is, in itself, an evidence of some degree of 
insanity; but the constantly increasing number of mental 
diseases and nervous troubles indicates how dangerous are 
the tendencies of this noisy and hurried generation. We 
cannot well deny the common lack of serenity and poise, the 
lack of balance which breeds perplexity and confusion. 
There is only one real cure for the frets and worries which 
unbalance the mind, and that antidote, alas, is being sorely 
neglected by millions. The permanent and satisfying cure 
for care can be found only in religion—in simple, humble 
trust in God, in the conscious companionship of that Divine 
Master who alone can calm the storms of Galilee or of the 
human heart, and bring to us, even in the midst of the 
clamors and confusions of our time, the peace that passeth 
all understanding. 

The Church has a great ministry to render in these hec- 
tic hours. The wise men and women of today are those 
who recognize the value of the sanctuary, where conditions 
are peculiarly favorable for obedience to that age-old in- 
qauchon,) = BE STILL, AND KNOW THAT I AM 
GOD!” 


* * k 


FILTH FOR MORONS 


The morning paper announces that another of the dirtiest 
plays on the New York stage has been commandeered for 
the movies, and we are soon to be regaled on the screen with 
another obscene tale about three popular prostitutes. The 
same paper announces the production of a few more of the 
“intensely popular underworld pictures”—the sort of glori- 
fication of gangland and racketeering which has made the 
jargon and the practice of the underworld so familiar to 
American youth. Doubtless all these things are evidences 
of the progressive realization of the various “moral codes” 
and pious assurances issued by Brothers Hays and Milliken, 
who represent the movie trust. 

In this issue we are pleased to present a significant ad- 
dress delivered by our friend, Dr. Clifford Gray Twombly, 
before the Church Conference of New England. Readers 
of the MESSENGER will remember the series of articles writ- 
ten for this paper by Dr. Twombly a few years ago, and 
in this latest address he claims that without any question 
the menace continues to grow in its sinister challenge to the 
Christian Church and ministry. 

In his remarkable Thanksgiving Day sermon in Albany, 
Bishop Oldham of the Episcopal Church devoted his entire 
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time to the subject of motion pictures, and made a signifi- 
cant appeal for definite action against those who are “flood- 
ing America and the world with filth fit only for the con- 
sumption of morons.” Ina recent letter to Dr. Twombly, 
Bishop Stires also said, ““Your anxiety and indignation are 
fully justified... . You have not exaggerated the fatal ten- 
dencies of the subtle potson which filters into the blood of 
our youth from the kind of movies you have described.” 

Surely if we were to hear more such bold and courage- 
cus views from our pulpits and pews, instead of the easy 
complacency which seeks to find alibis for the present 
lamentable situation, even the dull-witted producers would 
begin to take notice. It is true that many folks hold the 
view that the producers are only “giving the public what it 
wants.” It remains the fundamental duty of the Church 
to seek by all the persuasions of the Gospel of Christ to 
elevate the taste of the people so that they will want only 
the things that are decent and honorable and pure and of 
good report. However, it is also a part of our obvious duty 
to point out to them that they are not getting what they 
ought to want. As that splendid Christian gentleman, Mr. 
William C. Allen, one of whose illuminating articles appears 
in this issue, recently said, “The youngsters of many of our 
cities are daily instructed in the details as to how to commit 
crimes.” The business of making vice seem alluring and 
glamorous and of making virtue appear as dull and un- 
attractive as possible, is certainly the most nefarious busi- 
ness in which human beings can engage. 


* * * 


(7. Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF THE RIGHT AND 
LEFT HANDS 


The little sister of the daughter of the daughter of 
Keturah is in some respects a surprisingly well-informed 
Little Damsel, but there are others in which I am reminded 
that she still is only a very little girl. And she hath trouble 
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when she does endeavor to remember which is her Right 
Hand and which is her Left. For she cannot walk, but 
only skip and dance, and she turneth about so often, that 
she may behold what is going on in the rest of the world, 
that her Right Hand and Left Hand are constantly chang- 
ing Locations. 

But she hath one Infallible Rule by which, when it is 
required of her, she can certify to herself and the rest of 
the world which is her Right Hand. For she doth go up- 
stairs unto the Bath Room, and stand beside the Bathtub 
as though she were about to climb in, and she reacheth 
across the Bath-tub to the Soap Box, and she proudly ex- 
tendeth the hand that reacheth for the Soap. And if noth- 
ing doth detain her on the way, so that she cometh down 
stairs without too much delay, she is able to hold up one 
Hand, and say, This is my Right Hand. 

For the Soap is on the Right Hand Side of the Bath Tub. 

And I have considered this matter, and have come to the 
opinion that hers is about as good a way as any. For most 
of the time it is little matter that one should know or care 
about the Dexter and Sinister sides of things; and if one 
may be assured by locating the Soap Box, wherefore should 
he worry ? 

And moreover, the time will come when she will have to 
study Chemistry, and will be puzzled by the quality in Cer- 
tain Crystalls of Acetick Acid that Polarize Light to the 
Left while others send it to the Right, to the confusion of 
all the Dieticians; and she will have to litter up her mind 
with theories of Ambidexterity and all that is related there- 
unto. And if she may postpone that Necessity, wherefore 
should she not do it? 

And I notice as I read of the adventures of my friend 
Jonah, that God had tender regard for those children in 
Ninevah who knew not their Right hand from their Left, 
and I am sure that He loveth with Peculiar Affection the 
little sister of the daughter of the daughter of Keturah. 

Wherefore do I say unto the Little Damsel, Have no 
care, my dear, that thou shouldest trouble thine Innocent 
Mind with Annoying Alternatives based upon the Distine- 
tion between the Right Hand and the Left. It is enough 
for thee that thou shalt remember on which side of the 
Tub is the Soap Box. 

And I wonder if the children of Ninevah had any Soap 
3oxes. I have traveled in that Region, and I doubt it. 


Money Is Sacred“ 


(Have a care how you earn and spend tt) 


ALLAN S, MEcK 


Text :—Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they be not high-minded, nor have their hopes set on 

the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in 

good works, that they be ready to distribute, willing to communicate ; laying up in store for themselves a good founda- 
tion against the tine to come, that they may lay hold on the life which is life indeed—I Timothy 6:17-19 


Money, its meaning and its use, what a 
problem and what a worry? Sometimes I 
feel that our greatest worry is jingling 
- around in our purse. You try to get money 
from a man and he is as keenly alive as if 
the dentist were extracting a tooth. Man’s 
most sensitive nerve runs through his 
purse. 

Money talks and folks talk about money. 
As long as poverty brings the wolf to the 
door, breeds demons, degrades people, and 
is the symbol of poor food, discomfort, 
vice, crime, disease, while wealth brings 
leisure, independence, vacations, travel, the 
best shows, box seats, respectful waiters, 
Pullmans, education, mansions, rich foods, 
social prestige, the choice of friends, 
clothes, power, folks will seek money and 
talk about iaoney. Most people prefer the 
evils which come with money to the evils 
which come with the lack of money. Many 
folks fear one hell—no money. 

What does Jesus say concerning that 
which speaks a universal language like art, 
music, laughter, beauty, courage? Money 


needs no interpreter. It talks and is un- 
derstood. So we think. What does the 
Nazarene say? Did the Apostle Paul catch 
the spirit of his Master? 


He knew the lot of a poor man. He 
lived in a rude world. When He was born 
they laid His body in another man’s cradle 
and when He died they laid it in another 
man’s grave. He was born among the 
cattle and died among the thieves. He was 
rejected in Bethlehem where He was born, 
rejected in Nazareth where He was reared, 
rejected in Jerusalem where He worshiped, 
rejected on Calvary where He died. In a 
storm of human hisses He went “West.” 
To their shame they crucified a naked 
body. His only estate to His mother was 
a friend. His money was not sufficient to 
huy a lot in God’s acre. Those two heroic 
cowards—Nicodemus and Joseph, who ral- 
lied to the support of a defeated prophet, 
a crucified man, who became His friends 
in the hour of scandal, shame, and scorn 
while His disciples fled—carried the sacred 
dust of a poor man to the silent cemetery 


of the dead. 
there! 

This poor man has something to say 
about money. Much of his teaching was 
put in the form of parables, simple in form 
but profound in substance. Of the thirty- 
six parables in the Gospels sixteen refer 
to money. He was not partial to the poor, 
nor did He have a grudge against the rich. 
He did not put a premium on poverty, nor 
did He vituperate wealth. He gave no 
crowns to the pauper. With Him penury 
was no virtue. He saw, however, the perils. 
of riches. The danger of money was one 
of His supreme concerns. When money 
was in danger of corroding the soul like 
in the case of the Rich Young Ruler He 
advised: “Sell what you have and give to 
the poor; then, come and follow Me.” He 
did not say to the multitude on that day, 
“Go and do likewise.” When lust impaired 

' ‘ 


Thank God, He didn’t stay 


“This address was delivered before 
elders of East Pennsylvania Classis 
Mark’s Church, Easton, November 23, 
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the will and wasted moral stamina like in 
the case of the Woman of Samaria He 
advised: “Go fetch thy husband.” He 
placed His finger on the “worldly spot,” 
whether the peril of money or the peril of 
lust. The health of the soul was His su- 
preme concern, He laid down no hard and 
fast rules concerning money. The heart 
of His teaching is, “Be a faithful steward 
of what you earn and have, always obey- 
ing the dictates of love, in your getting 
and spending and giving.” In His presence 
you feel that to whom little is given little 
is required, while to whom much is given 
much is required. Large responsibility 
goes with large bank accounts. The Stew- 
ardship that Christ proclaims is not a 
method to raise money; it is rather a dis- 
cipline whereby we become Christlike men. 
Selfishness is the arch enemy in our strug- 
gle to become men. Christian Stewardship 
is an antidote of selfishness. Andrew Car- 
negie came to the conclusion that it is a 
disgrace to die rich; Jesus proclaimed in 
word and works that it is a disgrace to 
live rich while millions of our fellowmen, 
who are our neighbors, are in need. Be- 
ware of avarice! Beware of greed! This 
is ethical commonsense when you subscribe 
to the heart of Christ’s Gospel, “Love the 
Lord thy God and thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Our machine age gives us inconceivable 
wealth and material prosperity. Money 
and the things money can buy have cap- 
tured our imagination. The lure of money 
has gripped rich and poor, young and old. 
This cult of money weans us away from 
spiritual values. How necessary to find 
the spiritual in money. We can find God 
in money. 


Money is stored life; it is a symbol of 


CHRIST AND HEROD 


While Herod smugly sits 
Upon a trembling throne, 
A lowlier One than he 
Is born without a throne. 


Beneath the rafters low 
In manger-bed caressed, 
A lowlier One than he 
Sleeps on His mother’s breast. 


While haughty men and proud, 
Blind, seek abundant life, 

Christ, in His mother’s arms, 
Teaches love, sacrifice. 


To Him the cross is given 
To come to know, to bear; 

The while the king is driven 
To misery and despair. 


_—Herman J. Naftzinger. 
Hegins, Pa. 


life. The ten dollars you earn represents 
talent, time, effort, hours of your life. I 
have a daughter in college and a son in 
private school. The money they carry in 
their purse represents the life of their 
mother and father. That money is minted 
personality. That money is stored life. We 
may say, they carry the life of their par- 
ents in their purse. It is sacred. They 
should have a care how they spend it. No 
wise man vituperates money; only fools 
treat money as a trifle. 


Money is stored power; it is a symbol 
of power. Money talks in business, in 
college, in the Church, on the Foreign 
Mission Field. Money is creative. I buy 
shoddy goods. Through that purchase I 
create the demand for inferior merchan- 
dise. I create what I support. The buyer 
becomes a manufacturer. I buy bootleg 
liquor, I continue the reign of John Barley- 
corn. The bootleg liquor traffic is an un- 
washed beast. It is the shackler of bodies, 
the stupifier of minds. the despoiler of 
morals, the curse of the cradle, the night- 
mare of the family, and the populator of 
cemeteries. Money support continues the 
traffic. Money is powerful. I support the 
Chureh. I continue her existence. She is 
a witness of righteousness and _ holiness. 
She lifts up Jesus of Nazareth. That 
tragic figure of moral loveliness will con- 
tinue to haunt, to chasten, to challenge and 
to redeem us. I withhold my support and 
she must lock her doors. I support For- 
eign Missions. That will continue to re- 
lease Jesus through the 29,000 mission- 
aries now on the field, telling His story in 
710 languages and dialects. Jesus remakes 
the world by remaking men! Money is a 
symbol of power. Unconsecrated money 
releases the mean, the ugly, the devilish; 
consecrated money creates goodness among 
neighbors, nations, races. Christian givers 
lift life; they do not debauch life. 

Is he a Christian? Tell me how he earns 
and spends and shares his money. I will 
tell you whether he strives to love God and 
his neighbor; whether he goes to the right 
or the left; whether he is a sheep or a 
goat; whether he is superior or common. 


How Much Christ Has Christmas? 


Our Christmas season has been commer- 
cialized and socialized until one is some- 
times tempted to ask whether our Christ- 
mas festival is not more pagan than Chris- 
tian. I shall not deal with the festivities 
outside the Churches, but only with our 
celebration in the Churches. Nor shall I 
enter into the origin or history of the 
festival, but only set forth in how far our 
Christmas worship and programs are ful- 
filling what we might expect from such an 
opportunity. 

The Christmas festival presents a rich 
opportunity to enthrone our Lord in the 
hearts of mankind. And most of all should 
our Churches seize this great opportunity 
to make secure the great meaning of the 
coming of the Christ Child. A deeper rev- 
erence; a more consecrated life; a nobler 
ideal; a loftier service should be the re- 
sult of our Christmas celebration. A new 
year should find Christian people with new 
energy and life, and a new outlook on life. 
Instead we often find people worn and 
tired, with no zeal or energy to deal con- 
structively with the great problems of life. 
We often find the fires of selfishness, envy, 
hatred, jealousy, burning just as brightly, 
if not more fiercely, than before. 


Just a few things now with regard to 
our Christmas programs. In the first place 
they are largely programs and not periods 
of worship. Songs and recitations and 
dialogues and plays are arranged by the 
older people for the children, with no 
thought as to what they shall mean to 
those taking part. A Scripture reading and 
prayer is generally placed in the early part 
of the program, so that it may be gotten 
out of the way of the real program. The 
participants are drilled not with the idea 
of giving them some thought of the sig- 
nificance of the season or the meaning of 
these festivities, but simply of having 
them give their part in a creditable man- 
ner. As far as many of the children are 


JosEpH M. NEwcarp 


concerned, it might just as well be the 
celebration of some heathen deity or an 
entertainment for the people who attend 
the program. The fact is that to many 


STAR OF BETHLEHEM 


O Star that led the Wise Men from 
the East, 

Shine on our revels — sanctify our 
feast! 


They sought the Prince of Peace: we 
seek Him, too: 

But not with myrrh and frankin- 
cense—with rue, 


The Flower of Repentance, meet for 
those 

Who saw the Light and yet the 
Darkness chose. 


Though sometimes it may wax and 
sometimes wane, 

Yet beams that Star— yet beckons 
us again; 

Eternal challenge to the mystic 
Quest 

For Peace, which, till he find, man 
may not rest. 


And it shall shine until its task be 
done, 

With all men Brothers, and all na- 
tions, One. 


Shine on our revels—ssanctify our 
feast, 

O Star that led the Wise Men from 
the East! 


Florence Van Cleve, 
in “New York Times.” 


The money test is a searching test! Have 
a care how you earn and share it. 
children, even members of our Chureh 


Schools, Christmas means gifts and Santa 
Claus. Their minds are set on the Santa 
Claus myth and what they are going to 
get. If there is one time in the year when 
the spirit of giving should be taught, it is 
at Christmas time. Yet our Churches 
teach little of this in any constructive way 
to their youth. Many of our Churches still 
give gifts to their Sunday School mem- 
bers, at least to the children. They are 
led to expect this. Whether a special col- 
lection is made or the money is taken from 
the treasury, children are led to expect 
these gifts. A great “to do” is made about 
“the treats’ of the Church School for the 
children, leading them to expect. But 
what is done to teach the idea of giving, 
of serving, of helping? Little, compara- 
tively. Sometimes Churches put on what 
is known as a “White Gift” program. But 
“the treats” must not be left out, and as a 
rule the children have little or no part in 
the “White Gifts.” Churehes and Church 
Schools will spend from five to ten times 
as much on their own people as they will 
give for the needy and poor. Then we 
ask why our people are not willing to give, 
while all along our Churches are teaching 
the youth to get, rather than to give. And, 
alas, they get little of the idea of giving 
outside the Church. 

I know some will say, “But the children 
will not be satisfied without ‘their treats’.” 
If the Church must give something, why 
not give that which will nourish the mind 
and the soul? Most of our American chil- 
dren have enough cheap candy and more 
than is good for their health. And where 
bread is needed, something more should 
be done than just give “a treat.” My own 
experience has been that children are per- 
fectly willing to forego their “treat.” It 
is the older people who are set on giving 
to the children of the Church School. They 
want the joy or pleasure of it. If a good 
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cause is properly presented to the children, 
they are glad to give to the needy and 
themselves go without. 


So much for those who take part in the 
festivities. What about the 
Listen to the comments after a program, 
“The children did fine.’ “They were well 
trained.” “It was very good.” Do you 
hear such comments as these: “The Christ- 
mas story means more to me.” “I am 
going to lead a different life.” “I am go- 
ing to serve my Christ more faithfully.” 
Not as a rule. People come to be enter- 
tained. They go away amused or disap- 


onlookers? 


pointed. Imagine putting a three or four- 
year-old child before an audience to speak 
some words, the meaning of which he does 
not understand, and no one in the audi- 
ence can understand what he is saying, 
and then have every one laugh. Crime of 
crimes, that we perpetrate such an inde- 
cency against a child. Would the older 
ones stand for it?) And this is done in the 
name of “The Christmas festival in honor 
of the birth of our Lord.” 

Santa Claus is pretty well passing out 
of the Churches, and yet here and there 
we have him. Much of our Christmas pro- 
gram literature is getting to be of a bet- 


ter grade. And yet I should say that 90 
per cent of it should be “tabu” in a Chris- 
tian Chureh, Our Christmas program 
should not be a program at all. It should 
be a very humble, reverential worship, 
which will lead people to make room in 
their hearts for the Christ Child. The ehil- 
dren should have part in this worship, 
but not for entertainment. Rather as part 
of a congregation giving their humble 
thanks for such a gift, and catching the 
spirit in which the Christ Child was given, 
for the sake of humanity. 


Wilton Junction, Iowa. 


The City of Brisk in the State of Edona 


The quotations in this article are from 
the front pages of the one morning news- 
paper in the City of Brisk, State of Edona, 
a city of several hundred thousand popu- 
lation. 

The evening newspaper in the same city 
is quite similar as to literary, pictorial, re- 
portorial and other standards. Other 
pages of the morning newspaper from 
which I quote are frequently of the same 
thrilling style. These front pages have 
been selected at random. Do not forget 
that there are good points about both 
papers despite what I refer to. For the 
sake of the many splendid citizens of 
Brisk—many of whom bitterly condemn 
their newspapers — dates and names here- 
in given are fictitious. The author has 
clippings as proof of his reports and com- 
ments. 

April 5, 19380: The big heavy headline 
across the front page reads: “Brisk Banker 
Held In Check Plot.” The next important 
headline reads: “Two Are Jailed in Kill- 
ing of Brisk Boy; Sister’s Mate and 
Boarder at Home Arrested.” The third 
leading headline is: “Woman Dry Leader 
in Jail as Liquor Toter,”’ with details from 
far-off Texas. Another important head- 
line is: “Husband Phones But Never Goes 
Home, Wife Says.” This is accompanied 
with a seven inch long picture of the lady. 
Again: “Will Favoring Sweetheart of Ma- 
jor is Found; Government Launches Probe 
Into Death of Officer’s First Wife.” Next 
headline: “Forty-five Stage Pajama Parties 
in Love Cottage, Girl Says, Young Busi- 
nessmen Participate in Orgies, 16-Year- 
Old Asserts; 15 Arrested in Raid on Nest.” 
This from another state. Again on this 
page is the headline: “Row Is Fatal; 
Sportsman Slays Man When He Interferes 
In Family Quarrel.” This is accompanied 
by a five inch long picture of the lady. 
Next comes the headline: “Like Her Dad, 
Prefers Following Father’s Footsteps, 
Claims Professor Asking Divorce.” This 
lady’s picture is four inches long. The 
larger part of the page is taken up with 
details following the above headlines. 

Issue of April 6, 1930, has this big black 
headline across the front page: “Guardian 
Faces Prison for Boy Slaying.” This 
thrilling story is carried over to page 3 
of the same issue where the picture of a 
girl 12 years of age, who is alleged to have 
witnessed the shooting, is presented. The 
picture is nine by six inches. The young 
lady has an insufferable expression of con- 
ceit on her countenance and apparently 
has “dressed” for the occasion, being as 
seantily attired as one could expect. She 
evidently enjoyed being exploited. The 
second important headline on this front 
page reads: “Edona Demands Death for 
Penitentiary-Rebel; Assassination of Hang- 
man Laid to Robber.” Next we have: 
“®x-Edonian Arrested in Slaying of Coast 
Girl.” Next comes the headline: “Jinx 
Days Mean Nothing in Face of True 
Love,’ with a five inch picture of the 
Jady. This story is all right and refresh- 
ing in the midst of the general mess. Again 


By WitiramM C. ALLEN 


JOY TO THE WORLD 
By Mrs. Catharine Smith Brown 


“Joy to the world, the Lord is come,” 
Hark! To shepherds on Judea’s 
hills, 
A heavenly anthem breaks the 
silent night, 
Proclaims a Saviour for our worldly 
ills, 
To those who sit in darkness drear, 
a Light. 


“Let earth receive her King.” 

To those of us who in the Light do 
walk, 

A challenge He hath given, 

“Go Forth!” Shed Light that all 
upon the earth 

Are ready to receive their King 

from Heaven. 

every heart prepare Him 
room’’— 

The call of Christ doth sound again 
to all, 

The Saviour asks a place His head 
to lay; 

His love and care descend upon us 
all, 

How can we turn our hearts from 
Him away? 


“Let 


“And Heaven and Nature sing.’ 

Upon the air our Christmas anthems 
ring; 

God grant that evermore that song 
shall be 

Echoed from all nations to their 

. King, 
Praises to Him through all Eternity. 


we have a good big headline: “Women 
Fight Duel with Pistols for Love of Man; 
Feminine Seconds Jump Into Affray with 
Knives,” ete. This fight is reported from 
Mexico. This front page also has the 
larger portion of it given to other thrills, 

Issue of April 7, 1930, starts with big 
heavy type across the page: “Slayer Steals 
Identity of Brisk Husband, Girl Victim 
is Found Wife of Edonian.”’ Almost next 
in importance comes: “Five Convicts 
Escape from State Pen Farm,” ete. Again: 
“Pals Will Be Pallbearers for Boy Slain 
by Mert; Buddies Will Carry Body of 
Youth Who Died Because He ‘Stayed Out 
Late’.” Again: “Farmer Slain by Dry 
Raiders, Sheriff Shoots Man in Back as 
He Flees.” Again: “Broadway Queen Dies 
Rather Than Live in Exile, Beautiful 
Blond Takes Death Leap,” ete. Part of 
this page is taken up with political and 
other matters. 


Issue of April 8, 19380: Here for once we 
have the big across-page headline not 
flaunting crime. Instead there is a tariff 
headline, Next in importance on this page 
comes the big headline: 


“Killer of Brisk 


Man’s Wife to Face Murder Count Today.” 
A picture, six by four inches, of the mur- 
dered woman appears in the center of the 
page. There is also a smaller picture of 
the ex-convict accused of killing the 
woman, Again we have the sizable head- 
line: “Robbers Posing as Census Takers 
Rob Count’s Wife.’ On this page, under 
a modest headline, “March Divorces Lead 
Marriages,” etc., it is stated: “Thus far, 
during the first quarter of 1930, 501 di- 
vorces have been granted in Brisk; 4381 
marriage licenses have been issued and 325 
divorce suits filed.” Unsavory marital 
troubles and pictures of divorcees are giy- 
en much attention in the newspapers of 
Brisk. 

In the April 9, 1980, issue the big heavy 
across-page headline is: “Rich Man Hangs 
Self in Brisk Hotel; Mysterious Note Left 
By Aged Guest.” ‘Next in importance is 
tle headline: “Drinking Party Which Led 
to Woman’s Death Told by Girl.” The 
picture of the prineipal witness in this 
case is over four inches long, the largest 
picture on the page. Again comes the 
headline: “Drunkenness Arrests Gain in 
Edona.” Again we have the headline: 
“Has Mate Held, Wants Him @Out, Wife 
Pleads for Spouse’s Release in Support 
Case.” The picture of the lady involved 
is attached. Again, another headline: 
“Missing Girls Abandon Car, Mystery in 
Case Deepens When Auto Is Found.” The 
picture of one of these young persons is 
attached. Again, we have a good-sized 
headline: “Body of Edona Boy Found 
Hanging in Shed.” Again, the fair-sized 
headline: “Mayor Kills Self After Editor 
Shot.” Part of the page is devoted to 
some stirring matters not particularly as- 
sociated with crime. 


It must be remembered that the above 
sample pages are only samples. But when 
some particularly atrocious story of mur- 
der, lust and blood comes along many 
newspapers are extraordinary. Whole 
pages may be devoted to gruesome details. 

Every day there is spread before many 
of the households of this country a record 
of social and domestic sins that eat as a 
canker into the heart of human happiness, 
but which are alluringly referred to as 
“romances,” “love nests,” or something of 
the sort. The words, “killer” or “lover” 
are often placed side by side. “Slay” is a 
popular newspaper word. In many cases 
when a man has lived a bad life he is ad- 
miringly referred to as having lived a “col- 
orful life.” The pure things, the ennobling 
things, the details of activities on behalf 
of human betterment are often relegated to 
inconspicuous places or suppressed. Is it 
astonishing that crimes increase, that mere 
children run away, are married as a joke 


and secure divorces, when they are quite | 


sure that they will be glorified with impor- 
tant pictures in some of our daily jour- 
nals? Is it strange that other youngsters, 
with or without home restraint, imit 
them? 


There are some splendid newspap ; 
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the United States, but what are we going 
to do about the other sort? Thousands— 
millions—of our decent people deplore 
their helplessness but do not know how to 
deliver themselves from this situation. 


The “Christian Science Monitor,” Bos- 
ton, Mass., is an example of clean news 
combined with a broad and internationally- 
minded journalism. Every day this up- 
to-date newspaper reports vital stories of 
what is going on in the world. Its pie- 
tures are elevating, its editorials are free 
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from misleading political comments, it ban- 
ishes scandal, lust, crime, sin. It vigor- 
ously contends for Prohibition. Because 
of its high character it has a wide cir- 
culation among all denominations through- 
out the United States. Why cannot other 
people of this country combine to carry 
on a great, clean, Christianized daily? An 
educational authority on Prohibition in the 
form of a great metropolitan daily is a 
need of the hour. Such a newspaper if, 
for instance, published simultaneously in 
New York and Chicago—and experience 


“And Still It Grows” 
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shows that such a method is possible— 
could cover the most populous areas of 
America, Many a decent family removed 


from those great centers of population 
throughout the United States would be 
willing to get news a few hours late if 


proffered to them in clean sheets. We 
annually collect millions of money to carry 
on and protect missions in foreign fields; 
why can we not invest money in a great 
daily newspaper which will protect our 
own homes? 


The Moving Picture Menace Challenges the Christian Church and Ministry 


By THe Rev CiirForp Gray Twoms ty D.D., Rector of St. James’ Church, Lancaster, Pa. 
(An Address Delivered in Part to the Young People of the Church Conference of New England at St. Paul’s School, 


Something serious is the matter with the 
movies. At an Inter-Church Conference of 
Young People held recently in Pennsyl- 
vania in March, 1930, over three-quarters 
of the delegates present at a moving pic- 
ture forum expressed their opinion that 
more than 50 per cent of the pictures 
today were distinctly harmful in their in- 
fluence. Nine surveys by various repre- 
sentative groups of people in Lancaster, 
Pa., during the last 13 years, have yielded 
the result that from 30 per cent to 40 
per cent (and the last one over 50 per 
cent) of the pictures are corrupting to 
morals. But surely most people will agree 
that if only one in three of the pictures is 
bad, there is something serious the matter 
with the films. Some people may lightly 
think that if there is only one bad picture 
in every three that are shown, it does not 
matter so much or do so much harm! Yet 
if any of you had an entertainment in 
your house for the children and young 
people of your neighborhood, and two num- 
bers in that entertainment were good, but 
the third number was salacious and im- 
moral, introducing for example some more 
than half-naked girl who performed a 
muscle-dance intended to arouse the pas- 
sions of those who looked on, or repre- 
sented the ways of some prostitute mis- 
tress as attractive and desirable, would 
not that number on the program practical- 
ly vitiate the whole show, and would not 
that number be the feature that would be 
especially impressed upon the minds of 
those young people and be remembered by 
them? 


Happening Everywhere Today in the 
Movies 


That is what is happening everywhere 
today in the movies! You cannot go to 
the moving picture theatres today with 
any assurance that you or your children 
will not see something suggestive or sala- 
cious or obscene before the show is over, 
either in the feature picture or in the ac- 
companying comedies, or in the “trailers” 
as they are called (which are parts of films 
exhibited in advance to advertise what is 
coming), whose predominating appeal is 
almost invariably to the sensual. Yet this 
is the one commercialized amusement to 
which practically all the children of the 
country are allowed to go without “let or 
hindrance” or discrimination. For how 
many parents take the trouble to see be- 
forehand what their children are going to 
see? Do not their boys and girls go cus- 
tomarily with their friends to any show 
that happens to come along in any par- 
ticular week? Parents of America seem 
to be strangely oblivious to this danger, 
or else to be standing helpless before it. 
It would seem as if Christian parents 
would welcome and support any reasonable 
means and effort to remedy such a situa- 
tion. 

The frequent outbursts of coarse, rau- 


Concord, New Hampshire) 


cous, and sensual laughter which so often 
occur in the moving picture theatres when 
the crowd is there at night, and which 
sometimes affect the whole atmosphere of 
the place and make it repellent and of- 
fensive, ought also to cause parents to re- 
alize how serious a thing is the matter with 
the movies today—for*of course such out- 
bursts would not occur if there were not 
dirty, off-color, sensual scenes and conver- 
sations and situations which cause such 
ejaculations. 


Are American Parents Becoming Less 
Sensitive? 


Does the fact that in two months’ time 
within the past year 150 American films 
which have been shown everywhere in 
America, have been debarred in toto from 
Canada and Australia (cp. “Baltimore 
Catholic Review,” January 10, 1930) mean 
that American parents are becoming less 
sensitive to what is unclean and debasing 
than their English-speaking relatives, and 
that they are growing content with lower 
standards of life for their children? Does 
it mean that America, instead of becoming 
the savior of the world, is becoming the 
debaucher and corrupter of the world? 
Repeated warnings against American films 
are being heard today from all quarters 
of the globe, from China and Japan and 
India and Italy and Germany and France 
and South America. Even Turkey is about 
to forbid, or has already forbidden, chil- 
dren under 15 years of age to attend the 
movies, in order “to protect Young Turks 
from the demoralizing effects of American- 
made films!” Even Turkey! ‘The ‘infidel’ 


FOR THOSE IN WANT 
(A Prayer) 


We want so many things, O Lord; 
and many times we know not what 
we want. The world is so full of a 
number of things and our wants lead 
restlessly and feverishly on, while 
peace and tranquility prove ever 
more elusive to our grasp. 

Clarify our desires, O God, and 
help us to discover what we really 
want, that with singleness of heart 
we may pray to Thee Whose good 
pleasure it is to give good gifts unto 
Thy Children. 

Speak to our hearts, that more and 
more we may want only the riches 
of Thy grace, knowing that then we 
shall have chosen the better part 
which shall never be taken away. 
In the name of Him Who bore a 
cross of His own choosing that He 
might reveal the road of pain as 
the highway to victory. Amen. 


Addison H. Groff. 


nation is aroused to protect its children 
against the Christian nation!” And now 
Sir Hesketh Bell, former Governor of 
Uganda and Northern Nigeria in Africa, 
warns his British countrymen against “the 
devastation” being wrought in the Dark 
Continent by American moving pictures! 
Mr. Will Hays, in a recent speech in 
Berlin, Germany, in July, 1930, empha- 
sized the interdependence of the nations, 
and said that “world-wide distribution of 
films could fill an important role in making 
the people of the various lands acquainted 
with one another.” Sir Hesketh Bell says 
that “Nothing has done more to destroy 
the prestige of the white man among the 
colored races than these deplorable pic- 
tures!” 

The pictures which have been shown 
among us for the last six months, from 
January to June, 1930, bear their telling 
testimony fully to justify the accusation. 
I am not talking now of the good pictures 
which we all delight to see, but of those 
pictures which constitute sometimes 30 per 
cent and sometimes 40 or at times even 50 
per cent of the whole number, which are 
undermining the basic corner-stone of true 
American life and strength, and are tend- 
ing to destroy the sanctity of marriage, 
and to make light of personal purity, and 
to lower American ideals and morals — 
which are subtly and insidiously and in- 
tentionally sensual— together with their 
advertisements and billboards. 


Some Sample Feature Pictures of the Last 
Six Months 


Here are some out of a list of 35 such 
evil “feature” pictures and their advertise- 
ments which haye been shown in Lancas- 
ter, Pa., and all over the country, during 
the last six months, from January to 
June, 1930, and many of them two or three 
months after Mr. Hays’ third “new” code 
of morals was put forth. 

Some people object to the brief deserip- 
tion of such films in print as serving only 
to advertise them all the more. If such 
pictures were the exception, and not com- 
monly seen by 50,000,000 to 75,000,000 
young people under 24 years of age every 
week, there might be some force in such an 
objection— but under the circumstances 
there seems to me to be no force whatever 
in it because they see them in any event! 
On the other hand, there is no other way 
of which I know to bring home to the con- 
sciences of Christian people the terrible 
menace of the movies except by putting 
some of the bare facts before them. Here 
then are same leaves from a parson’s note- 
book on some recent movies. (Note: I do 
not ask you to agree with my judgment in 
all of these valuations, but I do not see 
how you can posssibly help agreeing with 
it in the main.) 


“The Lady Lies” 


Advertisement: “Get the low-down 
on Love-Nests in the most daring 
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talkie ever produced. Risque? Yes! 
Daring? Yes! An ultramodern sex 
story of a dashing brunette who laughs 
at conventions to live her life as she 
chooses. Rated as one of the 10 great 
est Hits of the year.” 


Comment: This picture makes the 
keeping of a beautiful mistress as at- 
tractive as possible, and casts all man- 
ner of ridicule and scorn on “Puritan- 
ism,” misrepresented by a narrow and 
prudish uncle and aunt, and makes 
morality (so misrepresented), as un- 
attractive as possible. It shows a 
young school boy of 16, and his sister 
of 14, thoroughly sophisticated and ac- 
quainted with their father’s immoral 
life. It makes a drunken friend of 
the father, who also keeps a mistress, 
the witty and funny man of the pic- 
ture, and his talks about women and 
mistresses and liquor, the joke of the 
evening. All the sympathy of the 
audience from beginning to end is 
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made to be with the men who are 
leading double lives, so that the audi- 
ence applauds the wrong-doers contin 
ually. It is an open temptation to the 
young to go and do likewise, as if 
there were no harm in such relation 
ships. This picture and its reception 
made one feel the danger of America’s 
becoming morally decadent—and what 
can one do to stop it if the Church 
people do not know, or care, enough 
to do anything about it? The “trailer” 
at this show, advertising “The Kiss,” 
was about as sensual a kissing scene 
as can easily be imagined, and caused 
many ejaculations from all over the 
theatre, 
“The Sacred Flame” 

Advertisement: “A picture so deli 
cate in theme that we do not recom- 
mend it for children,” 

Comment (from “Harrison’s Re- 
ports” to independent exhibitors): 
“This is horrible! It shows a mother 
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murdering her crippled son,” in order 
to allow her daughter-in-law to marry 
another healthy son, and so “to ful- 
fill her natural impulses, and gain the 


married life to which she had a 
right(!).” 

“Hot for Paris” 
Advertisement: <A picture of one 


sailor helping another to climb up into 
the bedroom of a girl who stands on 
the baleony in her underclothes ready 
to receive him. 

Comment: A play as dirty as the 
advertisement, “full of bawdyisms” 
and of nasty talk and scenes, unfit for 
any decent American audience. The 
sailor’s talk about women to his com- 
panion borders on the obscene; his ae- 
tions with a French girl in her room, 
and at a picnic are worse than vulgar; 
while his companion’s drunken bout 
with the bride of another man behind 
a hay-stack in a field is revolting. 


(To be continued next week) 
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GOING UP? YES. 
PLEASE DON’T STOP BELOW THE 
FIFTH FLOOR ($500) 


In the meantime we report the following 
additional contributions to the— 
Bowling Green Fund 


King Ferner, $5; Zion Sunday 
Buffalo, N. Y., $18.85; Titus A. 
Fluck, $5; Dr. Charles A. Santee, $10; 
Women’s Missionary Society, Salem 
Church, Harrisburg, $5; E. S. Lantz, $1; 
Charles A. Sauber, $5; Rev. H. Y. Stoner, 
$5; The Busy Bees of St. James Church, 
Limerick, Pa., $10; Total, $64.85. Grand 
Total, $189.85. 


Jean 
School, 


Please remember that Christmas with all 
its good cheer is due next week. 


Church Paper Day was observed Dee. 14 
in Salem Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Dr. John 
N. Le Van, pastor, with the Editor of the 
“Messenger” as guest speaker. 

Zion Church, York, Pa, Rev. J. Kern 
McKee, D. D., pastor. The fall Commun- 
ion was held on Oct. 5. The number com- 
muned was: Morning, 419; Evening, 54; 
persons in homes, 18; total, 491. The mem- 
bers of the chorus choir are preparing a 
beautiful cantata to be given at the 6 
o'clock Dawn service, Christmas morning. 

The “Messenger” acknowledges with 
gratitude the Heidelberg College Calendar 
for 1931, a very beautiful and artistic 
piece of work which shows a number of the 
most attractive campus scenes, not omitting 
the victorious football team, which showed 
how to deal with all opponents during the 
1930 season. It is a credit to the institu- 
tion. 


A good woman said the other day, in 
renewing her “Messenger” subscription: 
“How can it be explained that so many 
people do not appreciate such a good pa- 
per? Why, you are giving us far more 
than we pay for. Dr. Dickert’s Junior 
sermon is certainly worth more than the 
price of the ‘Messenger,’ which is only a 
nickel a week.” Modest as we are, we 
don’t feel like denying this. 


Rev. S. Borsos, Morgantown, W. Va., 
traveling missionary, reports that in his 
field every Church member is a subscriber 
to the Hungarian Church paper — the 
“Lapja.” He preached on Thanksgiving 
Day in Alliance, O., and received 25 new 
subscriptions, In Lorain, O., 55 ordered the 
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Church paper. These Hungarian brethren 
set an example which tells a significant 
story. 

One of our dear old members in Johns- 
town, Pa., writes, “The ‘Messenger’ is a 
warm friend of mine. I have been reading 
it for at least 45 years. I am living alone 
and it is a companion for me. I read it 
then pass it on to a family who do not 
feel able to subscribe for it. It is a great 
help to them. I would not like to be 
without it.” 


A Happy Hour service was held on Dee. 
7 in Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor. A Candle Light 
service will be held on Dec, 21, and a can- 
dle will be lighted for each person as they 
enter the auditorium, The young people 
will give the play, “Why the Chimes Rang,” 
on Sunday evening, Dec, 28, and the chil- 
dren’s Christmas program will take place 
on the morning of Dee, 21, 


In preparation for the Annual Every 
Member Catvass, the Zion Chureh, Millers- 


ville, Pa, the Rev, Wm. T. Brundick, pas: | 


tor, made use, on Suriday evening, Dee. 7, 
of the lantern illustrations of “The Re- 
formed Church at Work.” Expressions of 
commendation were voiced by members of 
the congregation and the Consistory. This 
little flock and its indefatigable pastor re- 
joice together over the payment in full of 
their 1930 Apportionment on Dee. 1. 


St. John’s Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 
David Dunn, pastor. The Christmas serv- 
ice of the Church and the Church School 
will be held Sunday evening, Dec. 21, at 
6.30, The superintendents of the Children’s 
Departments are arranging for the partici- 
pation of the boys and girls and the 
young people will lead in the singing of 
the old Christmas hymns. The offering will 
go as usual to the Bethany Orphans’ Home 
at Womelsdorf, Pa. 


St. Mark’s Memorial Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Rev. J. Grant Walter, pastor. The 
Christmas Festival with appropriate serv- 
ices morning and evening will be observed 
on Dec. 21. The morning service will be 
devotional, anticipating the Christmas joy 
and the evening service will be mainly for 
the children of the $8. §. Following the 
custom of former years there will be a 
Christmas morning service at 6.30. The 
special Christmas offering, as in former 
years, will go to the Orphans’ Home in 
Greenville, Pa. 


Rev. Joseph P. Bachman, of Allentown, 
Pa., has been kept busy supplying pulpits 


“STANDING AT THE PORTAL OF THE 
OP’NING YEAR” 


(Memory Hymn for January) 


1. Standing at the portal 

Of the op’ning year, 

Words of comfort meet us, 
Hushing ev’ry fear; 

Spoken thro’ the silence 
By our Father’s voice, 

Tender, strong and faithful, 
Making us rejoice. 

Refrain: 

Onward then and fear not, 
Children of the day; 

For His Word shall nevér, 
Never pass away. 


“TI, the Lord, am with thee, 
Be thou not afraid; 

I will help and strengthen, 
Be thou not dismayed. 

Yea, T will uphold thee 
With My own right hand; 

Thou art called and chosen 
In My sight to stand.” 


3. For the year before us, 

O what rich supplies! 

For the poor and needy 
Living streams shall rise; 

For the sad and sinful 
Shall His grace abound; 

For the faint and feeble 
Perfect strength be found. 


4. He will never fail us, 
He will not forsake; 
His eternal covenant 
He will never break. 
Resting on His promise, 
What have we to fear? 
God is all-sufficient 
For the coming year. 


Arr. from Franz Joseph Haydn 
by John Bacchus Dykes, 1868. 


Frances R. Havergal, 1873. — 
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for his brethren in the ministry, preaching = 17 7 
nearly every Sunday. He has charge of 


the work in the Coplay, Pa., Charge, until 
a pastor is installed, and has a catechetical - 
class of 25 young people. Mr. Bachman 
also has been active in civie affairs, having 
served as chairman for Lehigh Co, of t 
Pinchot for Governor campaign, = 


On Nov. 30, the 55th anniversa 
Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Kosman, D.D., pastor, was ceelbrated. 
the morning service the pastor prez 
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anniversary sermon and at the evening 
service a dramatic impersonation of the 
history of Salem was given. The program 
consisted of “Salem in Childhood” given 
by Jean Shariden; “Salem in Youth” given 
by Dorothy Schleifer; “Salem in Maturity” 
given by Edwin Melehoir; “Salem Today” 
given by H. Stanley Reichenbach. 

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Apple of Hood 
College report a most delightful and en- 
joyable tour which took them from Fred- 
erick to Chicago, to the Grand Canyon in 
Arizona and to California, and from San 
Francisco by water through the Panama 
Canal to Havana, and thence to New York. 
They speak in the very highest terms of 
the friends who assisted at various points 
of the journey and pay special tribute to 
Dr. and Mrs. E. F. Evemeyer, Will S. 
Prugh, and the Mori family, as hosts. It 
is not difficult to persuade us that the 
trip must have been wonderful. 

The Thanksgiving Day sermon, preached 
by the Rev. Joseph H. Stein, pastor of the 
First Congregational Chureh of Sandusky, 
O., in the Emmanuel Evangelical Church 
on Thanksgiving morning, was published 
on Nov. 26, by the daily press under the 
heading “Members of Nine Local Churches 
Hear a Forceful Sermon on Thanksgiving.” 
The editor added the following comment: 
“The pastor preached a straightforward 
sermon worth remembering throughout the 
‘year on the subject, ‘Valid Reasons for a 
Genuine Thanksgiving’.” 

A Christmas service in which everybody 
has a part will be held at the Wooster Ave. 
Church, Akron, O., Rev. E. E. Zechiel, 
pastor, Dee. 21. This will be a White 
Christmas service and every person may 
lay a gift for the Christ Child at the foot 
of a white covered Cross which will stand 
in the center of the platform. Each 8. 8. 
class will collect its own gifts and bring 
them to the Cross as a class gift, and as 
each class brings its gift, it will contribute 
something to the program. 

Faith Chureh, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. E. 
Elmer Leiphart, pastor, observed the sec- 
ond aniversary of their organization and 
opened the down-stairs of their new Church 
building on Dee. 14. The sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was observed and 11 new 
members were received into the Church. 
The membership of this mission Church 
now numbers 323, representing 18 different 
denominations. Elder Joseph 8S. Wise, 
treasurer of the Board of Home Missions, 
brought greetings in the morning. In the 
evening, Rev. C. B. Alspach, D.D., also a 
member of the Board, brought the message. 

The monthly of St. John’s Church, Har- 
risburg, Pa., Rev. David Dunn, pastor, says 
this appreciated word: “Those of us who 
were thrilled by Dr. Leinbach’s messages 
at Augsburg Church during the United 
Movement will be glad to know that he 
can and will come right into our homes 
each week and speak to us from the edi- 
torial columns of ‘The Reformed Church 
Messenger.’ What finer and more fitting 
Christmas present for a father, mother, 
husband, wife or friend than a year’s sub- 
scription to ‘the trade journal’ of our 
Church! We will observe Dec. 14 as 
Church Paper Day. Plan to join the 
‘Messenger Family’.” 

The Brown Memorial Church, Wichita, 
Kans., held its fall communion service 
Noy. 16 with an unusually large attend- 
ance. Rev. Roy Moorhead, the new pastor, 
was assisted in the service by Dr. G. 8. 
Ricker, pastor emeritus. The committee, 
appointed by the Kansas Classis to install 
Rev. Mr. Moorhead, met with the Church 
Nov. 30, and conducted the installation 
according to the ritual of the Reformed 
Church. Rev. Arthur Kruetzman, chair- 
man of the committee, presided. He 
brought a considerable number of his con- 
gregation in from Cheney, 30 miles dis- 
tant, who constituted with the Brown Me- 
morial congregation a capacity attendance. 
Mr. Moorhead has been with the Church 
two months and is beginning his pastorate 
with promise, 


‘the present pastorate. 


The 5th rendition of the great Advent 
Cantata, “Sleepers, Awake,” by John Se- 
bastian Bach, was given by the choir of 
Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wm. 
Hi. Bollman, pastor, under the direction of 
the organist and choirmaster, David Grif- 
fith Samuels, on Sunday evening, Dee. 7. 
A full orchestra accompanied this musical 
service with Miss Miriam Strohl at the 
Concert Grand Piano and Miss Anna Geh- 
man at the organ. This Cantata is one of 
the finest of the 190 known compositions 
of Bach. Christ Church Choir gave it for 
the first time on Dec. 5, 1907; 2nd, Dee. 6, 
1908; 3rd, Dec. 1, 1918; 4th, Dee. 8, 1929. 

Dr. Boyd Edwards, Headmaster of the 
Mereersburg Academy, has been awarded 
the Huguenot Cross “for distinguished 
civie service” by the Huguenot Society of 
Pennsylvania, embracing a membership of 
upwards of a thousand of Huguenot des- 
cent in six states in the general Philadel- 
phia neighborhood. This eross is seldom 
awarded to those who are not of Huguenot 
descent but has been conferred upon Presi- 
dent Hoover, Generals Pershing and Sum- 
merall, Queen Wilhelmena of Holland and 
General Noville of Franee. At the fall 
meeting of the Society held at the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia, on De- 
cember 12th, Dr. Edwards made the formal 
address on “The New England Tereenten- 
ary”; “The kinship of spirit between the 
Huguenots and the Puritans, and their in- 
fiuence on the development of America.” 

Kreutz Creek Charge, Hellam, York Co., 
Pa., Rev. Walter E. Garrett, pastor. Nov. 
2 was observed as the 10th anniversary of 
The theme of the 
pastor’s sermon was “The Purpose of 
Preaching.” There were fine audiences 
present both at Trinity and Canadochly 
and special music was rendered at each 
place. On Dee. 21, at 2.15 P. M., the Locust 
Grove’s Christmas service by the S. S. will 
be held. Trinity will present a Christmas 
Cantata, “The King from Glory Land,” at 
7°Py M., on Dee. 21. On Dee. 24, Cana- 
dochly’s Christmas Cantata, “Along the 
Christmas Way,” will be given at 7 P. M. 

St. John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
W. D. Mehrling, pastor, has paid the Ap- 
portionment in full, and has sold more 
copies of the “Almanac and Year Book” 
than last year. 

The 380th anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Geo. 
S. Sorber in Bethany Church, York, Pa., 
was celebrated Dec. 7, and this faithful 
pastor received many floral tributes and 
other evidences of the affection and ap- 
preciation of his people. Bethany was a 
mission when Dr. Sorber became its pas- 
tor, Dee. 2, 1900, but 8 years later it be- 


came self-supporting. To accommodate 
the growing congregation and Church 
School, 3 additions have been built in 


1907, 1915, and 1924. There are now 550 
members with a S. 8S. of over 8,000, and 
a number of other flourishing organiza- 
tions. The S. S. joined in the celebration 
with Superintendent E. Glatfelter in 
charge. During his years the pastor 
preached over 3,000 sermons, baptized 529 
infants, confirmed 493, received by letter 


and profession 523, funerals 332, marriages 
997 
227. 


Owing to the great increase of the an- 
nuitants in the Relief Department of the 
3oard of Ministerial Relief, amounting to 
39 for the year 19380, and of their annui- 
ties, amounting to $12,250, and owing to 
the decrease of the receipts for Ministerial 
Relief from the Apportionment; the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Board of Ministerial 
Relief, at its meeting on Dec. 10, 1930, de- 
cided that if the receipts from the Appor- 
tionment do not justify the paying of the 
present annuities in the Relief Depart- 
ment next year, it will be necessary for the 
Board to consider the reduction of the 
Relief annuities, amounting totally to $78,- 
470, at its annual meeting next February, 
which necessitous action of the Board 
would be a matter of deep regret to every 
member of the Board. 


Austintown Community Church, Youngs- 
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town, O., Rev. A. 8. Glessner, D.D., pastor. 
Dee. 7, was an eventful day for this thriv- 
ing community Chureh. After much pre- 
liminary work, the Canfield congregation, 
one of Mahoning County’s oldest rural 
Churches, voted practically unanimously to 
unite with the above Church. This union 
was consummated on Dec. 7. Rev. J. C. 
Gieser, chairman of the committee, preach- 
ed the sermon. Rev. J. C. Schaaf, a former 
pastor. gave some reminiscences and a 
word of congratulations, Dr. J. H. Schnur- 
renberger read a list of 83 names and O. FE. 
Oesck, Esq., accepted the same and the 
pastor, receiving 5 others by letter, gave 
the whole group a most hearty welcome. 
Dr. E. D. Wettach read the Seripture, of- 
fered the prayer, and felicitated the con- 
gregation on the happy union. Most fit- 
tingly the service closed with “Blest Be 
the Tie that Binds.” 

The West Manheim Charge, Hanover, 
Pa., Rev. Edwin M. Sando, pastor. On the 
evening of Noy. 9, the annual Thank Offer- 
ing service was held at St. Paul’s Chureh 
by the W. M. S. The address was given 
by Miss Greta Hinkle, Phila. The Girls’ 
Missionary Guild of St. David’s Church 
gave a short playlet and St. Paul’s S. S. 
orchestra and Male Chorus rendered special 
music for the occasion. A piano solo was 
given by Miss Beatrice Bowman and a 
reading was given by Miss Lorena Zart- 
man. Miss Hinkle also sang “My Task.” 
The Church was well filled with an appre- 
ciative audience. Noy. 16, a musical pro- 
gram was rendered at St. David’s under 
the auspices of the choir of the Church. 
The choir gave a number of fine selections 
and was assisted in the program by the 
S. S. orchestra of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Hanover, Pa., and by St. David’s 
Male Quartet. On Nov. 22, the pastor and 
family attended a concert at Delroy, York 
Co., given in Canadochly Reformed Church 
by the 8S. S. orchestra of the Church. The 
pastor was asked to take part on the pro- 
gram and sang a vocal solo. His son, Paul, 
rendered a trumpet solo accompanied by 
his daughter Martha. 

The First Church, Bellaire, O., Rev. Dan- 
iel Gress, pastor. On the evening of Novy. 
9, the Senior Girls’ Missionary Guild pre- 
sented 2 pageants, “Nora Sees It Through” 
and “The Color Line.” Both were much 
enjoyed by the congregation and carried 
splendid lessons. The offering was a Thank 
Offering and was over $50. On Sunday 
evening, Nov. 16, the W. M. S. held their 
annual Thank Offering service. Mrs. An- 
netta Winter, of Prospect, O., gave an in- 
spiring missionary address to a large con- 
gregation. The offering was nearly $100, 
The pastor preached the sermon at the 
Union Thanksgiving service held in the 
Christian Church on Thanksgiving morn- 
ing to a large audience. The King’s Busi- 
ness Bible Class, of which Mrs. Daniel 
Gress is teacher, held a bazaar in the rear 
room of the Chureh on Dee. 10 and 11, 
afternoon and evening. A neat sum was 
realized for the Church Building Fund. A 
Christmas Song service is being prepared 
by the choir of about 20 voices for Sunday 


evening, Dec. 21. A male quartette 
from Wheeling, W. Va., will sing 
several selections. A Christmas pageant 


will be given on Christmas evening by the 
larger members of the 8. 8S. This Church 
is uniting with some 20 organizations in 
the city in charity and welfare work. There 
is much of this kind of work to be done 
in this city. 


By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. 
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In Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. 
Henry Nevin Kerst, pastor, Dr. Albert E. 
Day, pastor of the Christ M. E. Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was the speaker on Dec. 
7. His subject was “A Religion for Hard 
Times.” This service was under the au- 
spices of the Men’s Bible Class and was a 
part of their 12th anniversary observance. 
On Dee. 12, the Men’s Bible Class held 
their 12th anniversary banquet at 6.30 in 
the social rooms of the Church. A fine 
program was rendered. The speaker was 
Rev. Frank G. Sayers, D.D., pastor of the 
First Baptist Temple, Youngstown, O. On 
Dec. 14, a very unique service was arrang- 
ed. It was a service of Christmas carols, 
Christmas art and story all illustrated with 
beautiful slides secured from Prof. H. Au- 
gustine Smith, of Boston University, and 
featured congregational singing from the 
screen. 


St. Joseph, Mo., Rev. J. B. Bloom, pastor. 
Home Mission Day was observed Nov. 9, 
and a contribution made to the Madison, 
Wis., Church. The W. M. S. held their 
Thank Offering service at the home of 
Mrs. W. 8. Kinnison, which has become 
an annual occasion in her home. The pro- 
gram was excellent, consisting of music, 
talks and a dialog, all centering on giving 
expression of gratitude through helping 
benevolent objects. The refreshments were 
delicious and the offering was $55. On 
Noy. 16, at the evening service, Mr. Claude 
Madison, a business man of the city, and 
a good friend of the pastor, gave the 
address to a packed house. At the close 
of his address, this being the anniversary 
of Mrs. Bloom’s death, he and his wife 
presented the Church with 100 Reformed 
Church hymnals as a memorial to Mrs. 
Bloom, whom they knew to love and adore. 
It was a fitting and most beautiful expres- 
sion of friendship for the Church and its 
pastor, which will never be forgotten by 
the membership. 


It is good to see that Jeannette, Pa., is 
one community where the local pastors 
mean to take advantage of the Week of 
Prayer with a well-organized campaign for 
“loyalty to Christ and His Church.” Grace 
Reformed congregation, Rev. Ralph S&S. 
Weiler, pastor, is co-operating with 7 other 
Churches in this movement and in order 
to get their people to “face the facts” 
they print in the program announcing the 
various services these facts: The total 
Church membership is 4,392, with an aver- 
age attendance of 1,980, or 46%. TheS. 8S. 
enrolment is 3,544, with 61% average at- 
tendance. The average gift for all reli- 
gious work is 37 cents per week and 71% 
of the members partake of the Holy Com- 
munion. “Do not these facts justify a 
campaign for ‘loyalty to Christ and His 
Church’,” asks the program. It is a chal- 
lenging eall, with a well-outlined pros- 
pectus of objectives and promotional meet- 
ings for prayer, conference and personal 
work. It is a plan that should be used in 
other communities, if the spiritual leader- 
ship is thoroughly in earnest. 


Hilltown, Pa., Charge, Rev. J. E. Wilda- 
sin, pastor, is making rapid progress in 
the erection of a new parsonage, adjoining 
the St. Luke’s (Dublin) Church grounds. 
The Young Peoples’ Society of Dublin re- 
cently erected a new, fully equipped Uni- 
type Chureh Bulletin Board. Dr. Cassel- 
man’s lecture, “Around the World with the 
Thank Offering,’ was presented at the 
annual Thank Offering Service by the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of St. Luke’s 
on Nov. 16. Im spite of the very bad 
weather there was a good attendance and 
a splendid offering. St. Luke’s Church was 
filled to capacity for the union service on 
Thanksgiving morning. Five congrega- 
tions participated, The sermon was preach- 
ed by Rev. W. T. Taylor, of the Hilltown 
Baptist Church. Mr. Leon Ray Livings- 
ton, Wanderer-Author-Lecturer, spoke at 
the Hilltown Young Peoples’ Society sery- 
ice on Noy. 30. Mr. Livingston’s message, 
“Where Is My Wandering Boy Tonight?” 


is an account of his own life and is not 
only timely, but a very valuable and much 
needed message for the young people to- 
day. 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL ALUMNI 
APPOINTED TO HIGH POSITIONS 


Franklin and Marshall College has been 
honored recently in the appointment of two 
of her alumni to high positions in the 
State of Pennsylvania: William A. Sehna- 
der, 08, former Deputy Attorney General, 
having been appointed Attorney General of 
the State, Oct. 28, 1930, by Governor 
Fisher; and Benjamin C. Atlee, ’91, hav- 
ing been appointed judge of the Lancaster 
County Court, Nov. 7, 1930, also by Gov- 
ernor Fisher. 

Mr. Schnader’s appointment was made 
permanent for Governor Pinchot’s admini- 
stration by the latter’s announcement, Dec. 
11. The elevation of Mr. Schnader to this 
post is highly merited, as he is a lawyer 
of great constructive and interpretative 
ability. He was sworn into his new office, 
Nov. 7, 1930, by James A. Walter, Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth, in the presence 
of his wife, who was Miss Ethel K. Hein- 
itsh, of Lancaster, Pa.; his father, Rev. 
Dr. Charles B. Schneder, ’85, pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Shamokin, Pa., and Mrs. 
Schneder. Dr. D. B. Schneder, president of 
North Japan College, Sendai, Japan, and 
Dr. A. B. Schnader, now of Lancaster, Pa., 
are uncles, 

Judge Atlee fills the position left 
vacant by the retirement of Judge Charles 
I, Landis, ’75, who had served for 31 years 
on the bench, Attorney General Schnader 
is a member of the Board of Trustees, as 
is also Judge Landis, and is a member of 
the Oak Lane Reformed Church, Phila. 

Three distinguished members of the 
faculty of Franklin and Marshall College 
have passed the 20th milestone of their 
career as teachers: Prof. Harry M. J. 
Klein, Ph.D., 793, Audenried professor of 
history and archaeology; Victor William 
Dippell, Ph.D. (U. of P.), professor of 
German; and John Nevin Schaeffer, ’03, 
B.Litt., Oxon professor of the Greek lan- 
guage and literature. These three were 
the first members elected to the faculty 
after Dr. Henry H. Apple became presi- 
dent in 1909, The first two were ministers 
of the Reformed Church when they accept- 
ed their present positions, Dr. Klein being 
pastor of Zion’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
and Dr. Dippell, pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Lebanon, Pa. Professor Schaef- 
fer was a Rhodes scholar and instructor in 
the classics at Franklin and Marshall 
Academy and at Princeton University pre- 
vious to his election. All three are mem- 
bers of the Phi Beta Kappa fraternity. 

The winners of the first and second 
prizes in the Rufus W., and Cather- 
ine McCauley Miller Essay Contest of the 
Reformed Church for 1930 are alumni of 
Franklin and Marshall College. Rey. John 
S. Hollenbach, 8.T.D., 715, pastor of the 
Reformed Church in Manchester, Md., who 
won the first prize, and Rev. Joseph M. 
Newgard, ’08, of Wilton Junction, Iowa, 
who received the second prize. 


Twenty-five denominations are repre- 
sented at Franklin and Marshall College, 
according to statistics compiled by Dean 
Howard R. Omwake. The Reformed 
Church stands first in membership, with 
191 students of that denomination, about 
one-fourth of the student body. Other de- 
nominations rank as follows: Lutheran, 99; 
Presbyterian, 92; Methodists, 77; Hebrew, 
57; Catholic, 49; Episcopalian, 45; Evan- 
gelical, 24; United Brethren, 19; Congrega- 
tional, 13; Baptist, 11; Christian Science, 
10; Brethren and Church of God, 7 each; 
Mennonite, 3; Moravian, Unitarian, Church 
of Christ, 2; Buddhist, Quaker, Pentecostal, 
Universalist, Christadelphian and Disci- 
ples of Christ, 1. Four students list them- 
selves as Christians, and seven profess no 
religious affiliation. Four continents are 
also represented: Momchow Smargon, of 
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Siam, representing Asia; Tihanyi Ladis- 
laus, of Budapest, Hungary, representing 
Europe, and Edgar R. Vivas, ’32, of Vene- 
zuela, representing South America. 

The second special religious service was 
held for the students of the college in the 
St. James Episcopal Chureh, Dr. Clifford 
G. Twombly, rector, on the evening of Dee. 
7, with Dr. Donald B. Aldrich, rector of the 
Church of the Ascension, New York City, 
as the guest preacher. The Church was 
filled with students and members of the 
congregation. 

In a recent issue of School and Society, 
an article by Dean Prentiss, of Lafayette 
College, makes a survey of the college 
graduates in “Who’s Who in America” for 
1929-1930, and find that 16,432 of the 28,- 
815 persons listed in “Who’s Who” were 
graduates of 506 different American eol- 
leges. In the tabulation of the living grad- 
uates, Franklin and Marshall stands 19th 
with a percentage of 2.61, following Laf- 
ayette, with 2.65, and Dartmouth, 2.64. In 
the list of living and dead graduates, 
Franklin and Marshall stands fifth, being 
preceded by the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Lehigh, Lafayette and Haverford. 

The new swimming pool is expected to 
be completed for dedication, Jan, 22. It 
is the gift of Dr. B. F. Fackenthal, Jr., 
LL.D., president of the Board of Trustees. 

The football victory over Gettysburg 
College, 6-0, on Thanksgiving Day was 
highly gratifying to the undergraduates 
and alumni, as it followed seven years of 
defeat, and is a credit to the coaching of 
Dr. Miller, and to the spirit and ability 
of the players. The team won five games, 
tied one, and lost three. 


Robert J. Pilgram. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


The annual Christmas Festival will be 
held in the parlors of the Home on Sunday, 
Dec. 21, at 2 P. M. The friends of our 
family are cordially invited to be present. 
The members of Emmanuel Reformed Sun- 


day School, Allentown, will render the — 


y 
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Christmas program, and the pastor, Rev. 
W. D. Mathias, will deliver the address. 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary met at the Home 
on Thursday, Dee. 11, in monthly session. 
There was an exceptionally large attend- 
ance. The entertainment was given by the 
representatives of Bethany Church, Bethle- 
hem. They had planned to conclude the 
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meeting by serving refreshments in the 
dining room. Among other things they 
had ordered Moravian sugar cakes for the 
occasion, Somehow this particular part of 
the lunch had not arrived when it was time 
to go to the dining room. The baker who 
was to deliver them was called on the 
‘phone and it was learned that the Moray- 
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ian cake had gone to the County Home 
earlier in the day. That news created 
much merriment among the ladies present. 
What happened to the cake at the County 
Home we do. not know. But the baker 
was equal to the emergency and in a short 
time he delivered the promised cake and 
the meeting was a complete success. 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


MRS. “JELLY ROLL” 
By Waldon J. Kain 

The children called her Mrs. “Jelly Roll” 
and though their mothers were constantly 
insisting that they say Mrs. Jennie Rowle 
she was loved by them little better than 
by the younger generation. Her name, 
whatever it was, meant a lot of discom- 
fort to the boys and girls of the neighbor- 
hood and mortification to their parents. 
She had gladly been the cause of many a 
trip to that institution of correction, the 
woodshed, through her careful serutiny of 
children at play. It is needless to say that 
her unpopularity enjoyed an undaunted 
security in the minds of her child 
“friends,” but she was so unselfish in her 
interest in “Young America” that she 
would even neglect her work, rather than 
see Discipline withheld from the offending 
youth. 

Today was a red-letter day with Mrs. 
Rowle, because at last she could go to Mrs. 
Brown and tell her of the misbehavings of 
the latter’s two little boys, ages six and 
eight. So, with full enthusiasm, she drop- 
ped her dish-towel and hurried to meet 
the young mother who was coming down 
the road from the store. 

“Good afternoon!” she fairly shouted. 
“You’re Mrs. Brown, I believe?” 


“Good afternoon,’ was the reply. “Yes, 
Um Mrs. Brown.” 
“Well, I’m Mrs. Rowle.” She didn’t 


notice the faint smile that flickered over 
the other’s face. “I’ve come to see what 
you're going to do about those two kids of 
yours.” 

“You mean my two little boys?” A 
dangerous look crept into the eyes of the 
young mother. “What of them?” 

“Well, I want you to give them a sound 
thrashing. I caught them in your wood- 
shed, a-smoking a cigar, and I told them 
I was going to have you give them a beat- 
ing,” and she smiled victoriously. : 

“Please don’t try to tell me how to dis- 
cipline my children,” Mrs. Brown replied 
with dignity. “I can do that without any 
help.” 

For once, Mrs. Rowle went home thor- 
oughly chagrined, sputtering about the in- 
gratitude of her young neighbor. 


Mrs. Brown, on the other hand, was more 


deeply concerned with this bit of news 
than she had seemed. As every mother 
knows, the handling of such a problem is 
of the utmost importance. She would not 
punish her two small boys after the fash- 
ion suggested by her nosey neighbor, but 
she called them to her and explained to 
them the foolishness of smoking. : 
“Wise” and “foolish” had real meaning 
in their vocabularies because they had 
learned to try things for themselves. The 
cigars had not given the pleasurable sen- 
sations they had _ anticipated. Mrs. 
Brown’s few well chosen remarks about the 
harmful effects of tobacco were believed 


because Mother always told them the truth 
about things. It seemed to them that the 
use of tobacco must be like over-eating, 
lying in bed very late when well or sleep- 
ing with all the windows closed. The 
two lads were greatly impressed. 


Thirteen years later Mrs. Brown was 
dusting in her sons’ bedroom when she ae- 
cidently knocked down a bundle of papers. 
She straightened them up, and her eyes 
fell on a theme, written by her eldest boy, 
who was a college freshman. 


The title of the writing was “My Most 
Valuable Lesson.” Imagine the feeling of 
happiness and _ satisfaction that Mrs. 
Brown felt, when she read an account of 
the above mentioned incident. Evidently, 
from the paper, both of these boys had 
reaped great benefit from the watchful- 
ness of Mrs. “Jelly Roll.” But, doubtless, 
you will agree with me that their case was 
very likely the one exception that proved 
the rule which discountenances such serv- 
ices as hers, 


“We who are engaged in education are 
more and more coming to realize the ne- 
cessity for good training as early as pos- 
sible in the life of youth,’ and the work 
which the kindergarten is doing is filling 
a real need in this early culture.’—J. A. 
Cooper, President, Sioux Falls College, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Would it not be well to make sure that 
a kindergarten is provided for the little 
children in your community? You can ob- 
tain information, advice and leaflets from 
the National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West Fortieth Street, New York. 


Q Christmas Story 


By Abner E. J. Reeser 


Out in the village the snowflakes fell, 
Till the broad, brown earth was hoary; 
Like the whitening locks of the Christian’s 
head, 
Which we know are a crown of glory. 


The miser sat and thought of his gold, 
For to him the Christmas season, 
That brings a glow to so many hearts, 

Had little rhyme or reason. 


For what to him, in his moneyed greed, 
Was the thought of the Infant Savior? 
Was there aught in the annals of long ago 

To change his heart and behavior? 


He did not think of the dear Lord’s grace, 
And the Father’s wish to pardon; 

Of the love which is as an evergreen 
Growing in Mercy’s garden. 


In the darkness of his wretched heart 
He saw not the light of heaven, 

Nor heard the news with its joyful thrill, 
“Unto us a Son is given.” 


Out in the open, with little feet, 
That crisply the snow were treading, 
Two children, laden with Christmas green, 
Walked under the branches spreading. 


Who shall say but that Jesus Himself, 
In His wondrous ways and tender, 
Put the thoughts into these young hearts 

A service sweet to render? 


Softly they tread on the clean, white snow, 
Till they reached the miser’s portal; 
And the sunset light in their faces seemed 

Like a ray from the land immortal. 


No answer came to the timid knock, 
So with glad eyes brightly peeping, 
They looked in thro’ a crack of the door, 

The miser was soundly sleeping. 


With nimble fingers they twined the green, 
Decking the wall with beauty, 

Till the bare cot was a bower land, 
For they worked from love, not duty. 


Then, noiseless, even as they had come, 
They crept away in the gloaming, 

Like two good spirits who over the earth 
In a work of love were roaming. 


The miser woke; he lighted his lamp; 
He looked about and around him; 

Ue rubbed his eyes. Was he sleeping still? 
Had a wondrous vision found him? 


Then back again from the glowing past 
His rapid thoughts came flying; 

He fell on his knees with a groan of pain, 
And a sound as of bitter crying. 


And so he knelt till the winter moon 
Shone down on his tears like rain; 
Till his prayers went up as in years gone 


Mf 
And his heart was a child’s again. 


Thus little hands with their evergreens, 
And little ones’ innocent thought, 

Had turned the miser from greed of gold, 
And light into darkness brought. 


Dear Shepherd of souls, for childhood’s 
sake, 
Teach thou our lambs, and feed them; 
The strong shall be weak, and the hard 
hearts soft, 
“And a little child shall lead them.” 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 22-28 


Practical Thought: Have this mind in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus. Phil. 
2:5. 


Memory Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faith- 

ful? 
Monday—A Trustworthy Man 
Phil, 2:19-24 

It was impossible to mention all the 
great men and women of the New Testa- 
ment in the studies of the quarter. In se- 
lecting appropriate readings for the review 
a passage from Paul’s letter to the Philip- 
pians was chosen which introduces us to 
Timothy, a fine, noble character, Paul no 
doubt met him on his first missionary jour- 
ney and on the second journey Timothy 
became one of Paul’s companions and ¢o- 
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laborers. In our passsage Paul speaks of 
him in the highest terms and gives him a 
wonderful recommendation. “The stead- 
and reliability of Timothy are in 
contrast to the way some in his own im- 
mediate circle have apparently treated 
Paul.” He resembled Paul himself. He 
was unselfish, helpful and dependable. As 
such he sets an example worthy of emula- 
tion. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, deliver us 
from hardness of heart and from selfish- 
ness. Make us willing to co-operate with 
others. Give us grace to follow in the 
footsteps of those who had the mind of 
Christ. Amen. 


fastness 


Tuesday—A Remarkable Mother 
Luke 2:15-21 

Great men generally admit that they 
owe much to their mothers. The world 
certainly owes a debt of gratitude to God- 
fearing mothers. Their influence counts 
for much in the making of strong Chris- 
tian character. Humanly speaking this 
was also true of Jesus. All that we read 
in the Gospels about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, shows that she was in many respects 
a remarkable woman. While we do not 
worship her we must certainly admire her 
for her simplicity, humility, tact, faith and 
courage. Her lot was by no means an easy 
one (Simeon said to her: “a sword shall 
pierce through thy soul’). The secret of 
her beautiful life is to be found in the 
fact that she lived her life with God in 
simple trust and prayer: “Mary kept all 
these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” 

Prayer: We thank Thee, gracious Father, 
that Thou dost so richly bless us with good 
things in life. We thank Thee for our 
homes, particularly for God-fearing parents 
who instruct us in the things of God. Bless 
them, we pray Thee. Amen, 


Wednesday—A Changed Man 
Acts 4:5-12 
was one of the men whose lives 
we studied this quarter. Notwithstanding 
all of his weaknesses we love him, for he 
loved his Master dearly and was ready to 
do anything for Him. However, we notice 
a difference between the Peter before and 
after Pentecost. That was a wonderful 
transformation from a denier to a bold con- 
fessor. Peter had been in the school with 
Jesus and the Master had made of him a 


Peter 


truly brave man. Association with Jesus 
transforms men and moulds them into 
strong and beautiful characters. The 


denier had made a confession, had received 
forgiveness and had been renewed by the 


power of the Holy Spirit. In verse 12 
Peter presents a wonderful claim for 
Christianity. 

Prayer: 


“Silent Night, holiest night, 
Wondrous Star, O lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King, 

Jesus the Saviour is here.” Amen. 


Thursday—An Honest Doubter 
John 20:24-29 

Some weeks ago we studied the charae- 
ter of Thomas. He was loyal and true to 
his Master. He was somewhat gloomy and 
would not accept the testimony of his 
fellow-disciples without a definite proof. 
He suffered on account of this and for a 
whole week he could not share their joy. 
Thomas wanted to see for himself. At the 
second appearance the Lord offered Thomas 
the proof he had demanded. But the proof 
was not needed. This story we are told 
is given “to enforce the truth that faith 
which springs from spiritual insight is su- 
perior to the faith which rests on sensible 
evidence,” i. e., evidence by the senses. 
Today is Christmas. May we, though we 
have not seen Jesus, say with Thomas: 
“My Lord and my God.” The Germans say: 
“Christ born for you is the blessedness of 
Christmas; Christ born in you is the goal, 
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purpose of Christmas.” 


Prayer: Memory Hymn (“O Come, All 
Ye Faithful, Let us Adore Him, Christ, the 
Lord”), 


Friday—A Man of Faith 
Acts 6:1-8 


What was said of Stephen a few weeks 
ago still lingers in our memory. Stephen, 
the faithful witness, who suffered persecu- 
tion and death, was at that time the sub- 
ject for our meditation. Today he is pre- 
sented to us as a man of faith. It was 
faith in Jesus that made Stephen a fear- 
less witness for the truth and upheld him 
in the hour of trial and death. It was 
because of his strong faith that he was 
chosen to be one of the seven deacons. In 
order to meet a difficult situation the apos- 
tles had suggested to the Chureh to look 
for “men of good report, full of Spirit and 
of wisdom.” Then we read: “They chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit.” Faith must have been the 
outstanding characteristic of Stephen. This 
is what impressed the members of the early 
Church in the man Stephen. 

Prayer: Dear Father, we have celebrated 
the birth of Thy Son, who is our Saviour. 
We thank Thee for this unspeakable gift. 
May we welcome Jesus to our hearts and 
truly rejoice in Him. Help us to share 
this joy with others. Amen, 


Saturday—A Worldwide Witness 
Acts 22:12-21 

The vision of Jesus on the road to 
Damascus and the following events did at 
least three things for Paul. It convinced 
him of the fact that Jesus was alive. He 
also recognized the fact that the good news 
was for the world and that he was called 
by Jesus to be messenger of the Gospel. 
He himself expresses this conviction beau- 
tifully in Romans 1:14 and 15; “I am a 
debtor, both to the Greeks and to the 
3arbarians, etc., so as much as in me is 
I am ready to preach the Gospel to you 
that are at Rome.” From that time on he 
devoted himself to that one task. He trav- 
eled far and wide over the then known 
world, for he desired to carry the Gospel 


to all people. Paul was a_ world-wide 
witness. 
Prayer: O Lord, we praise Thee for men 


like Paul, who constrained by the love of 
Christ desire to carry the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. Grant that many may 
follow in their train. Amen. 


Sunday—tThe Blessed Life 
Matt. 5:3-12 


It is fitting that the Beatitudes should 
be chosen as a passage for the last medita- 
tion. The representative men and women, 
whose lives and labors we have studied 
have given us inspiration to live the worth 
while life. The sermon on the Mount 
speaks of this ideal life. Jesus introduces 
this wonderful discourse with the Beati- 
tudes, which deseribe the characteristics of 
the members of the Kingdom of God. If 
we desire to live the blessed life we may 
find Jesus’ conception of it beautifully and 
clearly expressed in the Beatitudes. In 
these sayings Jesus calls men away from 
the outward to the inner, from the super- 
ficial to the real, from the material to the 
spiritual. In these Beatitudes Jesus’ own 
character is put into words. That man is 
living the blessed life who persistently 
strives to attain it. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


The irreverent person reminds one 
of a man in a red sweater singing a 
drinking song as he drives a hearse- 
on a gallop to the cemetery. 
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Prayer: Dear Father, on the last Sunday 
of this year we thank Thee most heartily 
for all the opportunities we had this year 
to worship Thee in Thy sanctuary. Grant 
that we may be the richer and better for 
the hours of fellowship with Thee and those 
who love Thee. Forgive us where we have 
failed and keep us in Thy fear, Amen. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


SEEKING THE BABE 


Text: Luke 2:12, “Ye shall find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying 
in a manger.” 


We are not surprised that William 
Cowper wrote more than a century and a 
half ago: 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 


“Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will.” 


No one but God could have inspired the 
great prophet Isaiah, who was born almost 
2,700 years ago, to foretell an event which 
would take place nearly 750 years later, 
when he said, “For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given; and the govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulder: and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His government 
and of peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon His king- 
dom to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from henee- 
forth even for ever.” 

Perhaps Isaiah himself could not see or 
understand how this would be possible, 
therefore he adds: “The zeal of Jehovah 
of hosts will perform this.” No one but 
God would plan to redeem the world 
through a bahe that would be born of a 
woman. 

Just as wonderful is the faet that — 
Micah, who lived at the time when Isaiah 
prophesied, but who was a younger pro- 
phet than Isaiah, foretold the very place 
where this wonderful babe should be born, 
He says: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
which art little to be among the thousands 
of Judah, out of thee shall one come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth are from of old, from 
everlasting.” In Bethlehem, the village in 
which David was born, for which reason 
it is sometimes called “the city of David,” 
should be born the babe who was to be- 
come the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords. 

Isaiah had also foretold that a virgin 
should have a son, and that she should eall | 
His name Immanuel, which means, “God — 
is with us.” Therefore St. Paul could 
write eight hundred years later: “But 
when the fulness of time came, God sent — 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born un- — 


that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. And bee 


His Son into our hearts, erying, J 
Father.” Lt 

For centuries the people of Tats 
ished these promises and looked 
toward their fulfillment. They ¢ 
coming one “the Messiah,” aceo 
two references in the book of - 
25, 26). In the Hebrew and in 
ized Version it is given “Messia 
the American Revised Version - 
lated in both instances, “the ano 
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Jesus, he went to his brother, Simon Peter, 
and said to him, “We have found the Mes- 
siah” (which is, being interpreted, Christ). 
And when Jesus was talking with the 
Samaritan woman at the well, she said to 
Him, “TI know that Messiah cometh (He 
that is called Christ): when He is come, 
He will declare unto us all things.” Then 
Jesus said to her: “I that speak unto thee 
am He.” 

When therefore the time was near at 
hand when God was about to fulfill His 
prophecies and promises, He sent an angel 
to Nazareth to tell Mary that she was to 
be the mother of this wonderful babe. She 
was greatly surprised at first and troubled 
at what the angel said to her, but when 
he had explained everything to her, she 
said with a beautiful spirit of submission: 
“Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word.” 

St. Luke tells us these wonderful things 
about Mary, and he must have received 
them from the lips of Mary herself, or 
from a very intimate friend of hers, be- 
cause, as he himself tells us, “But Mary 
kept all these sayings, pondering them in 
her heart.” 

Mary lived in Nazareth, but the wonder- 
ful babe was to be born in Bethlehem, and 
St. Luke tells us how this came about. 
Joseph, and Mary, who was betrothed to 
him, went up to be enrolled in the city 
from which their tribe had come. And 
while they were at Bethlehem Jesus was 
born. , 

No sooner was the babe born than a 
number of persons from different places 
and of different stations began to seek the 
babe. The Rev. Dr. Philip Schaff, for 
whom our Schaff Building is named, in a 
little book called “The Person of Christ,” 
written about seventy years ago, reprinted 
a number of times, and translated into six 
or seven languages, puts this search for 

+ the Christ Child is as beautiful language 
as I have seen anywhere: “Heaven and 
earth seem to move around Him as their 
centre. What a contrast! <A child in the 
manger, yet bearing the salvation of the 
world; a child hated and feared, yet long- 
ed for and loved; a child poor and despised, 
yet honored and adored—beset by danger, 
yet marvelously preserved; a child setting 
the stars in heaven, the city of Jerusalem, 
the shepherds of Judaea, and the sages of 
the East, in motion—attracting the best 
elements of the world, and repelling all 
that is dark and evil!” 

For want of space we cannot follow all 
the details of the widespread desire to seek 
this babe. Perhaps the first in whom this 
desire was aroused were the shepherds on 
Judaea’s plains, about whom St. Luke tells 
us. They were in the field, keeping watch 
by night over their flocks. I will let St. 
Luke continue the interesting story: “And 
an angel of the Lord stood by them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, ‘Be not afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all the people: for 

there is born to you this day in the city 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this is the sign unto you: Ye 
shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a manger, And sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: 

‘Glory to God in the highest, } 

And on earth peace among men in 

whom He is well pleased.’ 


And it came to pass, when the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one to another, ‘Let us now, go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
that is come to pass, which the Lord hath 


made known unto us’.” They were filled 


with a desire to seek the babe that was 
born, and went upon the greatest quest 
in the world. 

_ We are greatly indebted to St. Matthew 
for another story about seeking the babe. 
a Feuy us about the Wisemen, or Magi, 
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who hitched their camels to a star and 
came from afar, saying, “Where is He that 
is born King of the Jews? for we saw His 
star in the east; and are come to worship 
Him.” 

The visit of these Wisemen created quite 
a stir in Jerusalem where they probably 
thought they might find the babe they were 
seeking, or at least find out something 
about Him. They did find out that Beth- 
lehem was the place where they had to go 
to seek the babe; and they went on their 
way rejoicing, the star still showing them 
the way. 

Herod also had a desire to seek the 
child, but with a different motive. He 
told the Wisemen to let him know when 
they found the babe so that he might 
come and worship Him. The rascal! But 
God told Joseph in a dream that Herod 
would seek the young child to destroy 
Him. 

So the search for the blessed Babe is 
going on, and next week I will tell you 
about “Finding the Babe.” 


* 


The Slave Who Conquered 
a King 


A Christmas Story 
By Richard K. Morton 
(Book Rights Reserved) 


The pagan king of a powerful tribe in 
northern Africa was returning from a sue- 
cessful raid into Spain. The number of 
his followers was large, and the amount 
of their loot great. The king was also 
bringing with him to the homeland a large 
number of Christians as slaves. He despised 
them as much for their faith as for their 
condition of helpless servitude. 


While one of the boats bearing the 
king’s soldiers was still almost a mile from 
its African landing, some of the slaves, 
craftily watching their time, managed to 
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stave a great hole in the bottom of the 
boat. Confusion and panic resulted. The 
men, many of them clad in heavy garments 
of armor, were thrown into the water. 
Their boat sank almost instantly, and 
many of the soldiers were drowned in 
a few minutes, before the other boats could 
draw up and give assistance. None of the 
slaves were drowned because they were all 
lightly clad and could swim. 

“How did this happen?” thundered the 
king from another boat. 

“The slaves sank the boat,’ shouted one 
of the surviving soldiers. 

“By all the gods, I’ll have revenge for 
this” vowed the king, working himself in- 
to a great anger. “To the shore!” he 
ordered. 

The soldiers and the slaves, closely 
guarded, landed and journeyed to their 
headquarters without further excitement. 

“Bring me the Christian slaves!” the 
king commanded a short while after their 
arrival home. A number of soldiers soon 
appeared with them, and they stood before 
him in a bare outer room of his sumptuous 
palace. 

“You vile Christian dogs!” exclaimed the 
king, gritting his teeth in hatred. “By 
eraft and treachery you would sacrifice my 
men! I shall teach you some more art of 
a similar nature! Your Christian lands 
say your religion is so noble and lofty— 
but it is rather deceitful and unscrupul- 
ous. Christians try to convert others while 
they practice their own evil ways! I will 
have none of them! I will give you alla 
present for the holidays which your lands 
call Christmas!” And he paused to watch 
their misery in triumph, and to contem- 
plate the fate which he intended to impose 
upon them. 

“Whip them!” he suddenly ordered his 
soldiers. 

The soldiers bared the backs of the 
slaves and lashed them long and hard with 
cruel whips. Moans and eries came from 
the anguished slaves, and shouts of glee 
and exultation from the soldiers and their 
king. 

After the terrible punishment had been 
inflicted, and the slaves lay groaning on 
the ground in front of the king, the latter 
thought of another idea. 

“Chain them up to the prisoner’s wall 
by their hands and feet!” he ordered. 

This was done, and the wretched slaves, 
almost dead from pain and exhaustion, 
hung limply from their wall chains. 

The king and all the soldiers, except 
two guards, departed. 

As the days went by, the king became 
more and more incensed against his Chris- 
tian slaves. He set them hard work dur- 
ing long hours, gave them poor food, and 
allowed them only the poorest quarters. 

Sickness developed. 

One day a poor slave, driven to it by the 
tortures of pain, left the ranks of the 
slaves and fell down in supplication before 
the king. 

“Please, O king!” he begged, “allow me 
rest and medicine, for I am dying with the 
tortures of pain.” 

The king was adamant. “You Chris- 
tian slaves!” he burst out. “You work as 
little as you ean, practice all ways to evade 
my rules, forget even your own religion, 
and then expect my merey! You shall not 
have it! You shall have further torture! 
Get up and be gone!” 

The slave lay prostrate on the ground, 
and did not rise. 


“T say, be gone!” commanded the king 
angrily, reaching down and taking hold of 
the slave and lifting him slightly. 


But the slave’s body instantly fell back 
upon the ground. He was dead. 


The king held in high favor a number 
of pagan lieutenants who supervised the 
work of caring for his palace, helped him 
administering justice and issuing orders 
for the land, and also led detachments 
of his soldiers. They all shared the king’s 
faith in idols and superstitutions, and also 
rete made for Christians and their 
aith, 


One day the king unwarily prepared to 
take some refreshment in the fields, where 
he was observing the sullen labors of the 
slaves. All of these slaves looked alike 
to him, and he imagined that they were 
all resentful toward him, and all desirous 
of doing him as little service and, per- 
chance, as much harm as possible. It 
would have been worth his while, as later 
events proved, if he had been more ob- 
servant and more fair. 

The king had eaten only a, very little 
when one of his pagan lieutenants came 
rushing up and, seeing what the king was 
eating, cried out in alarm. 

“This may be poisoned!” he exclaimed. 

“It is not possible. My vengeance for 
that would be terrible!” answered the 
king. But he ate no more, and sent the 
lieutenant away to examine the food. 

In a few minutes the lieutenant re- 


THE CABIN IN THE MOUNTAINS 


Nestled snugly among the moun- 
tains, 

With the nearest neighbors, trees, 

And timid deer, and wild things, 

And the playful, errant breeze. 


How quiet, how calm, how peaceful, 

How sweet the sense of rest 

As you drink the fresh, untainted 
air 

And face the glowing west. 


Then see the pale moon climbing 
In majesty the sky; 

While katy-dids and crickets sing 
Their serenades close by. 


After the stress and hurry 
Of the city’s noisy din, 
How good to find this haven 
Away from deceit and sin. 


Oh, man-made things may challenge, 
And fascinate, it is true; 

But it’s deep in the heart of nature 
That God comes close to you! 


Grace H. Poffenberger. 


turned, and announced that a small amount 
of a fairly powerful poison had been 
found in the food. The king was enraged. 

“Reduce the food of all prisoners!” he 
ordered. “Put them in the dungeon for 
a week, and beat them!” 

He probably would have then planned 
more revenge if he had not been seized 
with pains, due to the poison which he had 
absorbed into his system. 

For many days the king was very ill, 
and his anger grew. Hardship after hard- 
ship was meted out to the slaves. 

At length the king recovered, only to 
find that the newly released slaves, again 
at hard work in the fields, had become 
violently rebellious. While he was won- 
dering what this meant, a _ lieutentant 
brought the news that the slaves had some- 
how secured some weapons and had set 
upon the soldiers, killing several. 

The king jumped to his feet and rushed 
at the head of a large body of his soldiers 
to where the still embattled slaves were. 
In the ensuing fight a few more soldiers 
were killed and injured, but the carnage 
among the slaves was heavy. The soldiers 
eut them down brutally and cruelly, rev- 
elling in an orgy of bloodthirstiness. 

In the slave quarters all was despair and 
sullenness. 

At length a slave began to speak to his 
wretched fellows. 

“Ever since we were captured,” he be- 
gan, “I have beseeched you not to be vio- 
lent and hateful. We cannot conquer this 
king with our little force. We cannot rid 
ourselves of his brutality and cruelty by 
becoming just as brutal and cruel our- 
selves. We come from lands professing 


Christianity, which this pagan king de- | 


spised because he can see no evidence that 
it is any good. Our situation is desperate; 
you have tried all the ways you valued to 
escape this servitude. Now I demand that 
you try mine. 

“First, we shall do well all the tasks 
set before us, and other ones when we see 
them. We shall make no complaints about 
our food, lodging places, or punishment. 
We shall keep watch that the king’s own 
lieutenants practice no foul play. We shall 
always speak well of him, and assist him 
in every way possible. We shall conquer 
him if the Child of distant Bethlehem con- 
quers us.” 

Angry, scornful replies were instantly 
flung at him. But at length the slaves 
grudgingly and without conviction agreed 
to do as he had suggested. 


(To be continued) 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


One of the busiest, happiest Christmas 
days your Birthday Lady ever spent, was 
in Yungsui, China, with our Hartman mis- 


sionaries and Miao Tribes-folk. It began 
long before sunrise with carols sung by 
Chinese, and in English by Lucile, Ward 
and Rachel Hartman, and ended with a 
two-hour program in the chapel at the mis- 
sion gate. And in between there were two 
Christmas services, a Christmas parade. 
from one city gate to the other, Christmas 
carols on the Victrola, gift-giving, and a 
feast of goat-meat. And how glad I am 
that a fat letter has come from Missionary 
Hartman in time to print in our Christmas 
column! Here it is: 


Yungsui, Hunan, China, 
Sept. 12, 1930. 
Dear Friends: 

This time I will write especially to the 
boys and girls of the Sunday Schools in 
the homeland. I’m going to take you all 
along with me to the Children’s Sunday 
School held on Sunday afternoon in Truxal 
Chapel in Yungsui, All aboard! No, not 
on a street car, because our streets are so 
narrow at places that the car could not get 
through. We walk when we go any place 
here in this part of China. There’s the 
Chapel. Yet, it looks much like a big hall. 
In the arch over the door you can see the 
characters meaning, “The Church of Christ 
in China.” <A large sized dinner bell is 
ringing telling the children it is nearly 
time for their Sunday School. 

Here they come in singles, doubles and 
in bunches. You notice that a lot of them 
are barefooted—yes, many of them never 
put on a shoe from early spring to late 
autumn. Very, very few of them dress up to 
come to Sunday School. Their parents do 
not observe Sunday, so every day is the 
same to them. They come just as they 
are when they hear the bell ring. You say 
that little fellow has on nothing but a pair 
of trousers. Well here is a two-year-old 
toddler who has on just a sort of apron 
affair. 
clothes are like they say the Hindoo wears, 
— ‘For clothes, the Hindoo makes his skin 
do.” Oh yes, he has on something. Didn’t 
you see that silver ring around his neck 
and that red yarn on his ankle? Those are 
his safeguards against evil spirits. No, 
that is not a little girl. He has only one 
earring. He is a very precious little boy 
and in order to fool the evil spirits his 
mother put a ring in one ear. The mother 
says, “Girls don’t count for much, so when 
the evil spirit sees an earring he thinks 
it is a girl and doesn’t bother to harm that 
child.” Yet it is encouraging to see that 
a few of the children take a little pride 
in being dressed in clean clothes for Su 
day School. Some really understand w! 
it means to worship the true God bu 


There runs a little chap whose — 
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‘este just for the sake of getting a picture 
ecard, 

That little five-year-old girl with hair 
cut close like a boy is Dong Dong May. 
Not May for an American girl’s name but 
May means “little sister.” Dong Dong is 
the nickname of her brother, who is older. 
If you ask her what her name is, she will 
answer Dong Dong May (I’m Dong Dong’s 
little sister). That’s really all the name 
she has. She is my close neighbor, living 
just outside the wire fence. Her father 
used to work for us but died while the 
writer was in America. She has a little 
sister over two years old who is the burden 
of Dong Dong May because from early 
morning to night she must eare for her. 
She carries her on her back, packing her 
wherever she goes. Their mother has a 
disease very similar to leprosy. She has 
lost the first joints off most of her fingers 
and from several fingers the second joints 
are already gone. This makes it difficult 
for her to work by which to earn a living 
for herself and three children. The boy 
is learning firecracker making trade but 
must eat at home while learning. An 
uncle gives the family some help finan- 
cially or they could not keep the wolf 
from the door. With all her burdens and 
handicaps Dong Dong May is a bright, 
happy little girl. She learns scripture 
verses very readily. lLet’s pray that she 
may learn to know and love God and not 
worship idols, as her mother does now. 

You want to know who is that little 
fellow with red spots all over his head. 
That is Lao Uh or translated would be 
“number five.” Yes he has a school name 
beeause, though very small, he goes to 
school. But everybody calls him number 
five because he is the fifth child in the 
family. His father has an inn just across 
the street from the chapel door. His 
father also has an old-fashioned private 
school with about fifteen pupils. Four of 
the pupils are his own children. Lao Uh 
is a very bright little chap and though he 
squints at you he is not sleepy. He can 
learn songs and Bible verses very rapidly 
if he knows he is to get a picture card for 
doing so. But if there is no card promised 
for the work Lao Uh will likely slip out 
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and run to the street while the Sunday 
School teacher is busy with the other chil- 
dren. You are wondering about those red 
spots on his head. That is just mercuro- 
chrome which the writer put on his head to 
cure a disease gotten when the barber 
shaved his head. Lac Uh’s father is an 
opium smoker who wishes to break the 
habit but does not have strong enough 
faith to fully trust Christ to cure him. 
He has tried various medicines but all 
failed. Lao Uh’s father, mother and three 


BECAUSE OF YOU 


I never knew what Christmas meant 
Until you came, you funny mite, 
You little, fuzzy-headed thing, 
With eyes like stars, so clear and 
bright. 


It was for you that Santa Claus 
Went out and caught those dap- 
pled deer, 
So he could harness them and drive 
A-gallop to our chimney here. 


Because of you, I’ll see the Saint 
Does not forget this Christmas day 

The children in the double house 
And those who live across the way. 


Because of you, I’ll read again 
The Christmas story and You'll sit 
And watch me, round-eyed, as I 
read— 
And understand no word of it. 


But though you do not understand, 
Tl tell it to you just the same— 
The angel’s song, the gleaming star, 
And how the sleepy shepherds 
came. 


I never knew what Christmas meant, 
You little, cunning bit of bliss, 
Until I held you in my arms 
Your cheek against my lips to kiss. 


Abigail Cresson. 
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older sisters are all studying the Gospel 
but not one is a Christian. How would 
you like to remember Lao Uh and his 
brother number four together with his par- 
ents and sisters, praying that all might 
become followers of Jesus Christ? 

If you would like to know more about 
our boys and girls perhaps later I ean tell 
you about some others. I am sure Jesus 
loves the Chinese boys and girls but many 
of them do not know Jesus, so cannot love 
Him. Do you pray for the children of 
China? The other day I was delighted to 
get a letter from a little eight-year-old 
girl in Ohio. She said that she prayed 
every day for the Chinese children, I 
enjoy getting such letters from little 
friends in America. 

May God bless every boy and gir] in the 
Sunday Schools in America. 

Your friend in China, 
Ward Hartman. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—CURTAILED WORDS, 
No. 12 

1. Ranger; 2. Tampan; 3. Painter; 4. 

Window; 5. Every; 6. Learn; 7, Mineral. 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 19 


y first is in rejoice but not in cheer, 
second’s in moment but not in year. 
third is in happy but not in sad, 

, fourth is in pleasant but not in glad. 
fifth is in olden but not in new, 
sixth is in plenty but not in few. 

y seventh’s in Christmas but not in gift, 


My eighth is in greeting but not in thrift. 
My ninth is in worship but not in birth, 


, tenth is in glory but not in earth. 

y eleventh’s in manger but not in bed, 

y twelfth is in stable but not in shed, 

My last is in golden as well as in red. 
My whole is formed from the opening 

words of a very familiar Christmas hymn. 

A. M.S. 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
PROBLEM SHOP 


Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 
University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: Some of our workers have been 
looking through Standard B, thinking 
how we could best introduce it in a 
study of our local Chureh School. Could 
you help us with this problem? 


Answer: It seems to me that the directions 
are quite explicit for the use of this 
Standard B for your Sunday Church 
School, as printed in the early pages of 
the Standard itself. Have you seen the 
scoring pamphlet which is to be used 
with the Standard in checking up the 
several items? Directions as to using 
the Standard are given in detail. We 
«ommend this instrument for the meas- 
urement of your School. Do not use a 
substitute unless your School is a very 
large, well organized one, then use Stan- 
dard A. If, however, you still feel that 
a shorter, less complicated set of tests 
would be better with whieh to prepare 
the way for the later using of the full 
Standard, I am glad to tell you what 
one group did, in the hope that this pre- 
liminary procedure will give courage and 
skill for the use of the full Standard. 

Preliminary Suggestions 

_ With our inquirers, we are pleased to 

share what one group did, under the writ- 


er’s leadership, in an effort to put into 
20 tests the 20 items in Standard B. 

First of all, several hours were spent in 
a eareful study of the full standard, see- 
tion by section and item by item, but 
from the beginning it was understood by 
the group that the purpose of the study 
was to create what we have called a 
“Twenty Point Standard” based on the 
longer instrument of measurement. The 
very effort to get at the meaning of every 
item in such a way as to reduce the sug- 
gestions to shorter comprehensive state- 
ments was in itself a piece of fine leader- 
ship training. 

It will pay your School to select a com- 
mittee on this important survey, composed 
of the best trained workers. Such a com- 
mittee should have enough copies of Stand- 
ard B so that each member can give in- 
dividual study to each item and be pre- 
pared when the group as a whole meets 
to make valuable contributions to the dis- 
cussion. 

The following comprehensive tests were 
the composite judgments of the members 
of our own group. These are offered not 
to prevent the members of your own group 
from a eareful study of the whole standard, 
but rather to give friendly guidance to 
bring out your own thinking. It will be 
noted that our arrangement of tests fol- 
lows in outline, the matters presented in 
the fuller document. 

Twenty Comprehensive Church School 

Tests 
I. Curriculum 

1. The Worship Test. Does your Church 
School have well planned worship services, 
reverently presented, with provision for 
trained pupil participation? 


2. The Service Test. Is there a compre- 
hensive, purposeful service program of 
sharing, graded and systematic? 

3. The Study Test. Is there at least a 
30 minute class session for the sharing of 
graded materials related to the everyday 
life and experiences of the pupils. 

4. Social and Recreational Life Test. 
Does your Church School make adequate 
provision, under friendly and responsible 
leadership, for recreational programs for 
the development of desirable traits of echar- 
acter under Christian controls? 

5. The Personal Experience in Religion- 
and-the-Church Test. Does your School 
lead pupils to Christ as a personal Saviour, 
to active, intelligent Church membership, 
and loyalty to Christ and His way of liyv- 
ing? 

II. Leadership 

6. The Personal Qualities Test. Are 
your workers genuinely Christian, purpose- 
ful, enthusiastic, trustworthy, sympathetic, 
loyal, co-operative, having initiative, open- 
mindedness, and loyalty to the Chureh and 
its enterprises? 

7. The Training and Experience Test: 
Are your workers mature in age, young in 
spirit, trained, and active in the workers’ 
conference? 

8. The Teaching and Executive Ability 
Test. Do your teachers acquaint them- 
selves with their pupils; are they open- 
minded; do they know their material and 
use suitable methods; having initiative, 
good discipline, and the interest and co- 
operation of their pupils? Are your offi- 
cers trustworthy, co-operative, regular, 
faithful, and do they get things done? 


Iif. Organization and Administration 
9. Unity of Program Test: Does the 
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Years’ Supremacy, Never Equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Attendance Record. Other Features. 
Flexible Binding. 35ce Postpaid. 

F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., 

R51 Cass Street, Chicago 


New York 


Church have an official group responsible 
for administration, supervision, and inte- 
gration in the School? 

10. The Budget Test. Does your Church 
School provide a co-operatively planned 
budget adequately financing the School? 

11. The Staff of Workers Test. Is the 
staff of officers and teachers, chosen an- 
nually. sufficient, active, dependable, and 
publicly dedicated? 

12. The Training of Workers Test. Are 
th workers annually receiving standard 
eredits, being trained through books and 
magazines, classes, and regular educational 
conferences in which they actively parti- 
cipate? 

13. The Administration and Management 
of Pupils Test. Are the pupils, all ages, 
personally recruited, properly placed in 
standard grades and departments, prompt, 
and with average attendance between 70 
and 100 per cent? 

14, The Session Test. Does the School 
have regular sessions through the year, of 
60 or more minutes, opening and closing 
promptly? 

15. The Records and Reports Test. Does 
the School make the necessary reports, 
keeping adequate, permanent personnel 
records as a means for studying progress? 

16. The Outside Relationships Test. Does 
your School co-operate with the home, eom- 
munity welfare organizations, and with 
denominational and interdenominational 
boards and councils? 


IV. Housing and Equipment 


17. The Rooms Test. Does the School 
provide rooms for an adequate presenta- 
tion of standardized programs of religious 
education? 

18. The Equipment Test. Does the School 
have graded equipment, including musi- 
eal instruments, pictures, blackboards, 
maps, and recreational material? 

19. The Literature and Supplies Test. 
Are all necessary educational supplies for 
pupils and teachers fully and promptly 
provided? 

20. Service and Upkeep Test. Is there 
a good janitor giving adequate attention 
to heat, light, air, cleanliness, repairs, in- 
terior and exterior conditions of the 
building? 

Here’s a big “wish-you-well,” as you, 
the reader of this shop’s message this 
week, undertake to get at the faets which 
will not only indicate the strength or weak- 
ness of your Church School. I trust it may 
stimulate you and your associates to bring 
your own School to its very highest pos- 
sible achievement. What a wonderful year 
the new year may be in your School if all 
your workers will face the facts courage- 
ously and in the name of Christ yearn for 
the best! 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


(Continued from page 2) 
Trio, with Harry Newcombe, 
sisting, on Nov. 11. 

The Thanksgiving message of the year 
was delivered at the Vesper of Nov. 23 by 
our own Dr. Herman of the Theological 
Seminary at Lancaster. The message was 
timely, well received and much appre- 
ciated. 

The Thanksgiving interval marked a 
general outgoing on the part of students to 
their homes or to that of friends, and Mon- 
day, Dec. 1, found everyone in her place 
for the three weeks of active effort until 
the home-going again of Dec. 19. 

One of the outstanding events of the 
year was the entertainment at Hood of the 


baritone, as- 
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tenth annual conference of the Intercol- 
legiate Dramatic Association on Dee. 5 and 
6. This association includes 27 of the lead- 
ing colleges of the east and holds its con- 
ferences at different points from year to 
year. The delegates were welcomed on 
Dec. 5 by President Apple and Dr. Shaw 
of the department of English. The pro- 
grams of the two ensuing days included 
such prominent personages as Miss Editha 
A. Parsons of Syracuse University, who 
spoke on “Pageantry as an Art”; Mr. S. R. 
McCandless of Yale, who gave an illustrat- 
ed discussion of stage lighting; Mr, Luther 
Seull, who gave a demonstration of the 
making of masks, with the very heart of 
the program centered in the Kennedys who, 
in the person of Charles Rann Kennedy 
himself, Miss Edith Wynne Matthison 
(Mrs. Kennedy), and Miss Margaret Gage, 
gave most delightfully the program of 
Saturday morning. Mr. Kennedy and Miss 
Gage spoke of the Greek Drama and 
Choral Dance and Miss Matthison gave de- 
lightful illustrations in her talk on “The 
Art of Speech.” Our own Marionettes were 
at their best in two plays given on Friday 
evening—“Yesterday” by Colin Campbell 
Clements, and “Two Passengers for Chel- 
sea” by Osear W. Firkins. In the former 
two characters carried the entire theme 
and held the interest of the audience 
throughout the one-act play. The latter 
play, practically produced for the first 
time, was earried off admirably in depict- 
ing such well-known characters as Thomas 
and Jane Carlyle, Alfred Tennyson, and 
other less known but interesting charac- 
ters. Without attempting to specify where 
excellence was so general, Mirren Lock- 
wood, the president of the Marionettes, 
made an admirable and wholly delightful 
Thomas Carlyle, and Marion Schaeffer, his 
most interesting wife, Jane Welsh Car- 
lyle. The conference came to a brilliant 
close in the banquet on Saturday evening 
and the delegates departed in high praise 
for the entire conference program and for 
Hood and her hostesses as entertainers for 
the program. Especial praise should be 
given to Miss Grace Brane, of the faculty 
for her untiring efforts in planning and 
carrying through this delightful confer- 
ence. 

Hood’s conventional Christmas events 
began with Mr. Wade’s organ recital of 
Christmas music on Dee. 7 but will cluster 
chiefly about the week-end of Dee. 12-14. 
The events of more particular interest to 
students are the College Communion, 
which will be held on Thursday morning, 
Dee. 18, and the carolling on the morning 
of the 19th, which is the home-going day. 
Of these events we shall speak at another 
time. J. H. A. - 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


While the weather seemed unsettled we 
could delay no longer, so we killed a beef 
and several hogs. The Bethany family is 
certainly happy when they can eat their own 
home made sausage and scrapple. I wish 
you could have seen the faces of the chil- 
dren when the first lot of Christmas or- 
anges arrived from the Telford Church. 
The children told me, “We did not taste 
an orange since last Christmas.” 

Since the law of 1927 parents have the 
right to ask for the dismissal of children 
at any age. Many parents forget what 
the Home did for their children and as 
soon as the children can work they desire 
them to labor for them instead of helping 
the Home. If the parent can provide a 
better Home we agree it is best for the 
girl to go, but it increases our work. This 
makes it necessary-for us to look for more 
help to do the work that was done by the 
older children; and at this time several 
good positions are open for women to fill 
this gap. 

In searching through the office the su- 
perintendent uncovered the sermon out- 
lines of a former superintendent, the late 


ENGER 


DECEMBER 18, 1930 


THE 
MYSTERIOUS UNIVERSE 


By 
Str JAMES JEANS 
Author of “The Universe 
175," fenG, 


Around 


In the first four chapters of this book 
Sir James Jeans sets forth some of the most 
important discoveries and theories of mod- 
ern science. In the fifth and final chapter 
—Into the Deep Waters—he offers the in- 
terpretations which he, who does not claim 
to be a philosopher, places on these facts. 
Here he presents his outlook on the uni- 
verse as a whole and his view of the signifi- 
cance of human life. He says of this chap- 
ter: ‘“‘Many will disagree with it; it was 


written to this end.” 
Price $2.25 


TWENTY-FOUR VIEWS 


OF MARRIAGE 


By Various Writers 


These twenty-four monographs discuss 
Broken Homes, The Will to Love, The 
Evolution of Love, Christian Ethics, What 
God Hath Not Joined, What is Marriage?, 
The Crisis in Morals, Free Divorce, 
Romance and Religion, The Husband, Com- 
panionate Marriage, The Biological Basis, 
Promiscuity and the Social Order, Sex 
and the Physician, Human _ Sterilization, 
ete. All Shades of opinion and advice are 
offered. Judge Lindsey argues for com- 
panionate marriage and Dr, Collins against 
it. Christian doctrine and psychoanalysis 
are both ably represented. On the whole 
the bias seems in favor of marriage, con- 
tinence, and the Christian virtues but there 
is much dissent and qualification, 

Altogether this is a very striking sum- 
mation of the current debate on marriage. 


Price $2.50 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa, 


Rev. Wilson F. More, D.D. At the top 
of one manuscript was written, “The First 
Sermon I Preached.” It was a German 
sermon. The next sermon had the nota- 
tion, “The First Sermon I Prepared.” As 
this was an English sermon the superin- 
tendent read it at the evening chapel sery- 
ice, to the children, who were very atten- 
tive. The text was found in the Gospel of 
Matthew 23:37. 


THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER’S 
HAND 


‘Twas battered and scarred, and the aue-- 
tioneer 

Thought it scarcely worth his while 

To waste much time on the old violin, 

But held it up with a smile; 

“What am I bidden, good folks,” he eried,. 

“Who'll start the bidding for me?” 

A dollar, a dollar, now two, only two, 

Two dollars and who’ll make it three? 

Three dollars once, three dollars twice, 

Going for three, but no, 

From the room far back, a gray haired— 
man 

Came forward and picked up the bow, 

Then wiping the dust from the old violin 

And tightening up all the strings 

He played a melody pure and sweet 

As sweet as an Angel sings. 


The music ceased and the auctioneer 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 
Said, “What am I bid for the old violin?” — 
And "he held it up with the bow. 
A thousand dollars, and who’ll make | 
two, att 
Two thousand, and who’ll make 
Three thousand once, three thousa 
And going and gone, said he. — 
The people cheered, but some 01 
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“We do not quite understand— 

What changed its worth?” swift eame the 
reply, 

“The touch of a master’s hand.” 


And many a man with life out of tune, 
And battered and torn with Sin, 

Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd 
Much like the old violin. 

A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine, 


A game, and he travels on, 

He is going once, and going twice, 

He’s going and almost gone. 

But the Master and the 
crowd 

Never can quite understand 

The worth of a Soul and the change that’s 
wrought 

By the touch of the Master’s hand. 

Parish News of St. Stephen’s, Phila. 


comes foolish 


0S 0 0: 


ee 


< SAC Sse Sas 0 a 


o& 


| NEWS OF THE WEEK | 


Mrs. 


Henry W. 


0 0 Ge 0 GO 


About 5,000,000 persons in rural Amer- 
ica are living in communities without 
Churches, Dr, Herman N. Morse, director 
of surveys of the Home Mission Council, 
told the delegates to the North American 
Home Mission Congress in presenting his 
report on religious conditions in the United 
States, Dee. 2. 

Five passengers and 500 pounds of mail 
left the Newark Metropolitan Airport Dee. 
2 for Chicago on the first plane of the new 
transcontinental passenger service between 
New York and San Francisco, the eastern 
division of which is operated by National 
Air Transport. 

President Hoover in his annual message 
on the state of the Union, which he com- 
municated to both Houses of Congress Dee. 
2, stressed the need of rigid economy to 
prevent a tax increase. At the same time, 
the President urged the appropriation of 
from $100,000,000 to 150,000,000 addi- 
tional for public works in the effort to 
meet the unemployment situation. 

Sir Isaac Alfred Isaacs, a native-born 
Australian, son of a tailor, and now Chief 
Justice of Australia, has been appointed 
by King George to be Governor-General of 
Australia in succession to Lord Stonehaven. 

The Preparatory Disarmament Commis- 
sion has asked the League of Nations 
Council to hold the World Arms parley to 
limit land, air and sea armaments early 
in 1932. 

James J. Davis was Dec. 2 sworn as Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania over the protest of 
Senator Nye, whose resolution urging him 
to step aside until the investigation into 
campaign expenditures is completed, was 
defeated by a vote of 58 to 27. 

A contribution of $1,000,000 has been 
given by John D. Rockefeller and John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., to the New York cam- 
paign for $6,000,000 to provide jobs for 
unemployed heads of families. 

Warning Congress to avoid embarking 
on any new or enlarged ventures, President 
Hoover Dee. 3 submitted in a message the 
largest peace-time budget in the nation’s 
history, $4,667,845,468. Of this $735,003,- 
057 will be paid from postal revenues and 
the balance of $3,932,842,411 from receipts 
by the treasury. 

The John Fritz Medal, given every year 
by the four national engineering societies, 
with a total membership of 65,000, “for 
notable scientific or industrial achieve- 
ment without restriction on account of 
nationality or sex,’ was awarded last night 
to Rear Admiral David Watson Taylor, 
retired Chief Constructor of the United 
States Navy during the World War. 

A recommendation that the voting age 
for men be reduced from 25 to 20 years 
of age in Japan will be incorporated in a 
bill to be presented at the coming session 
of the Diet by the Hamaguchi Government. 

The Tardieu Ministry has been defeated 
in the French Senate by eight votes and 
the Cabinet has resigned. Complicated 
political situation may delay formation of 
new French Cabinet many days. : 

President Hoover sent to Congress Dec. 
4 a special message embracing his pro- 
posal for an appropriation of $150,000,000 
to be distributed under his direction among 
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the Federal departments,.as an emergency 
fund for accelerating public works in the 
Government’s fight on unemployment. Bills 
were introduced in the House and Senate 
immediately to make the plan effective. 

At least 36 persons lost their lives in 
the earthquakes which shook virtually all 
of Burma Dee, 3. 

An increase of 300% in paid passengers 
carried the established air lines of the 
country during the first part of 1930, as 
compared with the same period of 1929, 
and the enactment of the Watres bill by 
Congress, allowing air line operators to 
carry passengers and mail on the same 
planes, were the outstanding developments 
in aeronautical progress for the year. 

Held to be violating the Clayton anti- 
trust act, the Pennsylvania Company, a 
non-operating subsidiary wholly owned by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, has 
been ordered by the Interstate Commerce 


NEXT TO THE BIBLE 
The Sunday School Worker's Best Friend 
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SELECT: NOTES 


“FOR 1931 R 3. 
By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt, D., LUM. . 
The World's Greatest Sunday School: Commentary 
100,000 earnest workers yearly depend: upon it 
to give the knowledge and inspiration required 
for ‘successful’ teaching. Adapted for all grades. 
57th annual volume. Péstpaid, $2.00. 


s le 
A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1931 
By AMOS R. WELLS 
Ashort, concise, ‘and intensely practical summary, 
of the lesson (vest pocket size). Cloth, 35c,' Lea. 50¢. 


BOOKS FOR THE QUIET HOUR 
: By AMOS R. WELLS 
Daily strength and inspiration for each day’s tasks 
WALK IN HIS WAYS (new) poe 
THINK ON THESE THINGS 
$1.50<each 


BOOKS ON THE GLORY OF THE 
COMMONPLACE OF LIFE 
By JOHN. TIMOTHY STONE ral 


CHRISTIANITY IN ACTION (new) 
EVERYDAY RELIGION 
$1.50 each 


; BIBLE QUESTION BOOKS 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE? (S0th Thousand) 
GO TILL YOU GUESS (10th Thousand) 
$1.00-each 


AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 


WwW. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 


the Lehigh Valley, an aggregate invest- 
ment of $106,592,757. The Penna, will 
contest it. 

In a_ total registration of about 
28,000,000 automobiles in the United 
States, 8,000,000, or 28%, were bought 


prior to 1925, and have a rated value of 


less than $25, according to figures made 
public Dee. 6 by the American Automobile 
Association. 


Commission to divest itself within six 
months of its 48% stock ownership of the 
Wabash Railroad and 30% ownership of 


To the Membership of the 
REFORMED CHURCH 


It is with pleasant anticipation and eager expectation that 


those in charge of your Book Room loeated at 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., have prepared a catalog of Christmas material— 
a splendid assortment of all styles and prices of Christmas cards— 
secular and religious, gift books carefully selected for children and 
young people of all ages. This catalogue is yours for the asking— 
FOR YOUR COPY 


WILL YOU SEND US A CARD TODAY ASKING 


OF THE CATALOG? 


YOU CAN SECURE QUICKLY AND EASILY FROM YOUR BOOK 
ROOM ANY NUMBER OF UNUSUALLY ATTRACTIVE 
PERSONAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 


FOR INSTANCE . 


A BIBLE in a fine leather binding makes a gift of life-long 
: value. We have all styles and prices. 


A TESTAMENT—You may choose from a large selection. 


A HYMNAL of the Reformed Church makes a fine gift. 
name can be placed in gold on the cover for 25c. 


BOOKS OF ALL KINDS—newest religious publications, books 
for boys and girls, fiction. Don’t miss any of them. 


The 


This is the only way we have of bringing to the attention of our 
members the splendid material which we have gathered for you. 

Our prices, you will find, are extremely low. 

We are an organization created by the Reformed Church to 
serve the members of the Reformed Church. This is our main 
purpose. 

We hope for the loyal patronage of all members of the Reformed 
Church. 


Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church in the United States 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The three children of Herbert Hoover, 
Jr., will occupy a special 4-room suite in 
the White House while their father is re- 
covering from an illness in Asheville, N. 
©. Mrs. Hoover, who brought the children 
from Southern California, has returned to 
her husband in Asheville. 

Mine workers throughout Illinois and 
from the coal fields of many other States 
gathered at Mount Olivet, Ill., Dee. 7 to 
“Mother Jones” who 


pay last tribute to 
was buried in the Miners’ Union Cemetery 
there. 

The Rev. Dr. William Eleazar Barton, 


Congregational minister, and author of 
many important works on Abraham Lin- 
coln, died Dee. 7 at Brooklyn. 

Two-thirds of the daily newspapers in 
the United States editorially advocate rati- 
fication of the World Court protocols which 
are expected to be transmitted to the Sen- 
ate by President Hoover during this ses- 
sion of Congress, according to the recent 
American Foundation Survey. 

President Chiang Kai-shek Dee. 7 as- 
sumed command of the Nationalist Govern- 
ment forces conducting the drive against 
the numerous groups of Communists and 
bandits which have carried on a reign of 
terror throughout China’s central provinces 
for months. 

Dr. William Edwards Huntington, see- 
ond president of Boston University, author 
and minister, died at Newton, Mass., Dec. 
6. He was 86. 

Generally good health conditions in the 
United States, except for increased prey- 
alence in a few diseases, are reflected in 
the annual report covering the work of 
the Public Health Service during the past 
year, which has been submitted to Con- 
gress by Surgeon General H. 8. Cumming. 

Louis Barthou, who was Premier in 1913 
and for several years president of the 
Reparations Commission, accepted the in- 
vitation of President Doumergue to try 
to form a new Cabinet to replace that of 
Andre Tardieu, which was defeated re- 
cently in the French Senate. But he fail- 
ed to get support. 

The first naval building program to be 
submitted to Congress under the operation 
of the London treaty has been presented 
to the House, calling for new construction 
in five categories at a cost of $134,635,000. 

President Hoover has sent a_ supple- 
mental estimate to the House asking the 
appropriation of an additional $150,000,000 
of the $500,000,000 revolving fund of the 
Federal Farm Board, authorized by the 
special session of 1929 for the relief of 
agriculture. 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, who will 
be 90 years old in March, celebrated Dee. 
8 the 28th anniversary of taking his place 
on the Supreme bench by being one of 
two justices to hand down opinions. 

All five of the death sentences in the 
engineers’ trial at Moscow have been com- 
muted to 10 years’ imprisonment, and the 
10-year sentences imposed on the other 
three were reduced to 8 years. 

The more than three-score deaths caus- 
ed by the fog in the Meuse Valley, Bel- 
gium, has been ascribed to a poisonous gas 
by Prof. Firket, who performed an autopsy 
upon several of the victims. A large num- 
ber of cattle and other livestock were 
killed by the fog. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
——— 


Mrs” Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


Variety of Program: One Purpose. When- 
ever a seasonal occasion, such as the Thank 
Offering, claims emphasis, it is interesting 
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BOOKS FOR ADULTS 


VAGABOND BOOKS 


THEY’RE BEAUTIFUL 
BIG ROYAL OCTAVOS— 
ON THE EVER POPULAR 
SUBJECT OF TRAVEL AND 
ADVENTURE—NOW MADE 
TO SELL FOR $1.50 


Look everywhere and you won’t 
find another list of books to equal 
Vagabond Books. 


Beyond Khyber Pass 
By Lowell Thomas 
Columbia, Land of Miracles 
By Blair Niles 
Where Strange Gods Call 
By Harry Harvey 
The Venture Book 
By Elinor Mordaunt 
Atolls of the Sun 
By Frederick O’Brien 
The City of the Sacred Well 
By W. A. Willard 
Jungle Paths and Inca Ruins 
By William Montgomery McGovern 
In Barbary 
By E. Alexander Powell 
Sailing Across Europe 
By Negley Farson 
The Last of Free Africa 
By Gordon MacCreagh 
After You, Magellan 
By James F. Leys, Jr. 
Spanish Sunshine 
By Eleanor Elsner 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED 
DESCRIPTIVE BOOKLET 


EXIT 
By Harold Bell Wright 


ixit is a novel of good cheer. Its 
message is one to hearten every soul 
that reads it. The story has action, 
striking characters, Winning romance. 
Mother love is given an exquisite 
portrayal. Price, $2.00. 


A LANTERN IN HER HAND 
By Bess Streeter Aldrich 


With a lantern in her hand, she 
had gone forth to light the way for 
future generations. 

A pioneer woman, her life on the 
prairie, and the cheerful courage and 
sturdy faith that were her compan- 
ions. Price, $2.00. 


SINGING IN THE RAIN 
Essays for Thoughtful People 
By Anne Shannon Monroe 


Here are heart-to-heart talks made 
out of the matter that is life itself, 
inspiring, sympathetic, human, per- 
sonal. Price, $2.00. 


THE ROADMENDER 
By Michael Fairless 


Fragrant, intimate, and inspiring, 
full of compassionate friendship and 
comprehension, this little book brings 
a message of hope, understanding, 
and inspiration. Price, $1.00. 


NEW ONE-DOLLAR 
EDITIONS 


Beliefs That Matter 
By William Adams Brown 


The Master: A Life of Christ 
By Walter Russell Bowie 


The Motives of Men 
By George A. Coe 


The Hero in Thy Soul 
By Arthur John Gossip 


This Believing World 
A Simple Account of the Great 
Religions of Mankind 
By Lewis Browne 


Story of Philosophy 
By Will Durant 


Outline of History 
By H. G. Wells 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


1505 RACE STREET 


to note the variety in the programs of 
different groups to interpret the meaning 
and promote interest in the occasion. 


From among the several hundred Thank 
Offering services held during November, 
we note the programs of the- following 
societies: 


At St. Peter’s, Perkasie, the congrega- 
tion of more than 200 heard the fine ad- 
dress, “My People and My Church” by 
Miss Elizabeth Kish, a young Hungarian 
student at the Philadelphia School for 
Christian Workers. The Thank Offering 
amounted to $85. 


Miss Kish spoke also at Thank Offering 
services at St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia, and 
at Lionville, Pa. The audiences were in- 
terested in the Hungarian National dress 
in which Miss Kish appeared on the three 
Thank Offering occasions. 

Miss Greta Hinkle filed Thank Offering 
engagements at St. Paul’s, Hanover, Rev. 
E. M. Sando, pastor; Palatinate, Philadel- 
phia; Frackville; Skippack; Ascension, 
Norristown; and St. John’s, Tamaqua. 

At St. Paul’s, Hanover, the G. M. G. of 
St. David’s Chureh presented with fine 
effect “Love Answers the Call.” 


Chureh was illuminated only by 24 colored 


On Noy. 13, Mrs. Elmer H. Gentz, of 
Hanover, Pa., gave the address at the 
Thank Offering service at St. Jacob’s 
Church, York New Salem. The Mission - 
Band presented a playlet. In the address, 
Mrs. Gentz included information on World 
Friendship Projects. 


It was feared the sketch, “And Hands,” 
had been published late to have a wide 
use. Reports show it has been received 
with great favor. Nov. 30, the W. M. 8., 
G. M. G., and Mission Band of St. David’s 
Church, Rev. E. M. Sando, pastor, had a 
large congregation to participate in the 
Thank Offering service. The offering ex- 
ceeded $150. The Guild girls gave “And 
Hands” and all members of the Guild were 
costumed in Japanese dress. The speaker 
was Mr. Takagi, a ministerial student of 
the Methodist Church. He was pleased 
with the Japanese sketch and eager to 
learn of the Reformed Church ministry in 
Japan and California. The Mission Band 
gave “A Nickel to Spend” and “We've a 
Story to Tell.” For “And Hands” the 
Japanese lanterns, suspended on Christm 
tree strings of small hulbs in colors. 
effect with palms, baskets of ch 
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themums, and pine arranged among the 
furniture was that of a beautiful Japanese 
garden, 

The writer had the good fortune to at- 
tend the Thank Offering service at Calvary 
Church, Philadelphia, where “And Hands” 
was well interpreted, amidst an effective 
garden setting. The Thank Offering prom- 
ises to be the largest ever given by the 
society. 

The W. M.S. of St. Andrew’s, Lancaster, 
Mrs. J. Hunter Watts, president, observed 
their Thank Offering with a program of 
music, responsive readings and the dia- 
logue, “What Shall I Render.” The Thank 
Offering was received while a quartet ren- 
dered an appropriate selection. Miss Ella 
Geist read “Dear Little Box.” 


It happened that Miss Ruth Heinmiller, 
enroute to Cleveland from the Home Mis- 
sions Congress at Washington, stopped 
over in Norristown for the December meet- 
ing of the G. M. G. of Ascension Church. 
A surprise of interest to the girls was a 
realistic interpretation of a part of the 
program, “Christmas Customs in Many 
Lands.” 


The Christmas Cake Customs section was 
assigned to a young woman whose child- 
hood days had been lived in Germany and 
whose intimate touch with German customs 
has been maintained by frequent visits. 
At the close of her account of the customs 
she placed on a table a German Christmas 
Cake, “Stollen” (particularly spoken of in 
the article) which she had baked so that 
the girls might see and taste some of the 
sweets about which they had just heard. 
After the meeting there was much eager 
examining which consisted chiefly of sam- 
pling. 

Miss Heinmiller’s challenging talk at the 
close of the programs made this Christmas 
meeting one long to be remembered by the 
girls of Ascension, 


The Children Will Remember. Inspired 
by the enthusiasm of the Classical secre- 
tary, Mrs. D. Oscar Fouse, the first Rally 
of Mission Bands in Juniata Classis at 
Trinity Church, Altoona, was a great suc- 
cess. Five out of seven Mission Bands 
reported, with 85 children and 17 leaders. 
The Rally program prepared by General 
Secretary Miss Ruth Heinmiller, gave the 
children a worth while afternoon. 

Each Mission Band brought of their 
handwork which had been directed to 
Mexican and Philippine village projects. 
These two villages were set up during the 
social hour. The hostess Church served 
cocoa and cookies. 


A New Guild. Nov. 16, Mrs. Herbert 
Teague organized a G. M. G. at Bethel 
Church, South Fork Charge, Newton, N. C., 
Rey. W. ©. Lyerly, pastor. This Guild and 
its aims: 

1. There are 15 members. Every resident 
girl is a member of the G. M. G. The 
only hope for growth is for younger 
ones to grow up or new members to 
move in. ( : 

2. They begin their work by paying their 
budget in advance, quarterly. ; 

3. There is a 1931 Prayer Calendar in 
every home of a Guild member. 

4. They will have a Thank Offering for 
1930, though they were organized so 
near the end of the year, 

5. Their program calls for a mission study 
class after the Christmas season 18 over. 

6. There are 3 subscribers to the “Outlook 
of Missions,” one-third of the Guild 
homes. : 

7. Last but not least, they are hoping to 
attain the Standard of Excellence this 
year. re, y 
These girls received their information 

and inspiration from the Summer Mission- 

ary Conference, the Young People’s Con- 
ference and the Guild Institute. Several 
girls were present at each of these meet- 
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Give! 


The Lesson Round Table—1931 


“The New Idea S. S. Lesson Commentary” 


Each Sunday in the Lesson Round Table a different leader digs into 
the lesson for you—into its narrative, its characters, its literary qualities, 
its Biblical and historical background, its purpose, its ethical and moral 
In short, The Lesson Round 
Table completely covers the lesson for you in a manner that marks the 
selected for 
In this way you have the advantage of genuine 
Christian leadership and genius and a vast, practical, well-rounded point 
of view, the collective point of view of the great minds of twentieth cen- 


teachings, its great message for you... . 


authority! Each leader is 
assigned to him... . 


carefully 


tury Christianity. 
Each Lesson becomes livable, actual, concrete. 


Everyday problems are clarified in the light of rich experience. 
Definite action is suggested in practical channels of Christian service. 


Ideas are developed. 
Independent thinking is set in motion. 


Another unique feature of The Lesson Round Table is its use of Dr, 
Moffatt’s Translation of the Bible for finer shades of lesson interpretation. 


COKESBURY PRESS, Nashville 


Use! 


the lesson which is 


At Your 


Bookstore 


ings. Mrs. Herbert Teague is counselor, 
and Miss May Cooke, president. 


A Missionary Honored. The missionary 
organizations of Zion Church, Decatur, 
Ind., united in giving a farewell dinner 
to honor Miss Esther Sellemeyer, who, 
with her mother, left Decatur recently for 
their home in Los Angeles. The pastor, 
Rev. A. R. Fledderjohann, made a brief 
address. The W. M.S. presented Miss 
Sellemeyer with a $20 gold piece and the 
G. M. G. with a $10 gold piece. Songs, 
honoring Miss Sellemeyer, enlivened the 
oceasion, 


Golden Rule Response. As a result of 
Miss Hinkle’s calling attention to the 
Migrant Work at a recent Thank Offering 
service at Trinity Church, Skippack, Pa., 
the Sunday School decided to apply its 
Golden Rule offering to work among the 
Migrant Children. 


Notes. Mrs. Calvin K. Staudt is antici- 
pating the pleasures of a brief holiday in 
New York during which she will do some 
studying, attend concerts, see some of our 
fine dramas, etc. She has recently regis- 
tered at the A-W-A Club House, 353 West 
57th St., New York, where mail may be 
addressed. 


Just five years after the tragedy in Jeru- 
salem, the Young People of St. John’s 
Church, Bangor, Pa., made Edwin Warner 
Lentz, Jr., a Member in Memoriam of the 
Wie Mathys Grams 


Mrs. F. R. Casselman writes: “Our G. M. 
G. Thank Offering was doubled over last 
year’s.” 


Another friend writes: “The extra quar- 
ter is from our O. and M. secretary who 
asked me to send it to the office in appre- 
ciation of the free literature sent. The 
pictures for the Thank Offering Secretary 
were fine, too.” 


American Tract Society 
NEW PRIZE CONTEST For 


BEST TRACTS 


First Prize $100.00 and Gold Medal 
Second Prize $50.00 Third Prize $25.00 


Annuity Bonds 


Exceptionally Attractive Safe and Satisfactory 


A REMARKABLE BIBLICAL DISCOVERY 
By William Phillips Hall 
A Noteworthy treatise on the DEITY of 
CHRIST—indispensable for Christian workers. 
Sas by Evangelical leaders. Postpaid 
Send for particulars concerning the book, the 
Prizes, and the Annuity Bonds. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
7 W. 45th St., New York City 


A BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN 


Material depression turns people’s mind to 
things spiritual. Our country needs WHOLE- 
SOME and CHRISTIAN books. We publish 
and import them. We list ONLY books which 
are true to Bible. Some 600 ‘titles in Fiction. 
Fine Religious Books. AGENTS WANTED in 
ALL SECTIONS. BIG COMMISSION. Ask 
for CATALOGUES, TERMS, etc. 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
234 Pearl Street - - Grand Rapids, Mich. 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


Mrs. L. M. Fetterolf, of Pottsville, 
writes: “My daughter dramatized ‘Jump- 
ing Beans’ and we produced it before a 
large crowd. It was simply wonderful the 
way the children took their parts and the 
interest it created in the Church.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


As Sunday, December 28, 1930, is Review 
Sunday, no notes are furnished for this 
week. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 28: Things this Year Has Taught Us 
Deut. 8:1-6 

The year which is just drawing to a 

close has been a remarkable one in many 


respects. It has taught us many lessons. 
It has not been an easy year by any means. 
In some respects it has been very hard 
and trying. When the year opened twelve 
months ago the people of America had just 
been caught in one of the greatest busi- 
ness slumps that had been experienced for 
a long time. The bottom had just drop- 
ped out from the stock market and some 
folks who were reputed to be wealthy lost 
fortunes over night. It was apparent 
that as the year began we were heading 
for a serious panic in the industrial and 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chureh. [t is conducted 
by the three (IMnglish) Hastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years It bas a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free, 

lor catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, ineluding thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
Greorce L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
Scholarsh'ps—memorial gifts of $1,000 
to $5,000, and contributions in any 
amount to the Loan Fund, needed to 
assist students struggling under the load 
of self-support. Modest help at the 
critical moment overcomes defeat, elim- 
inates worry, and insures success. 

Send checks or requests for further 
information to 

EDWARD S. FRETZ, Treasurer 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Mercersburg, Pa. 


Headmaster, 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women, A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


financial world. The banking institutions 
of the country were getting seriously 
alarmed and they began to restrict the 
extending of credit to their patrons. This 
at once paralyzed business and great busi- 
ness concerns found themselves unable to 
maintain their business on the usual seale. 
Moreover, the market found itself glutted 
with a mass of overproduction. Goods 
could not be disposed of and the conse- 
quence was that millions of working men 
were laid off and found themselves with- 
out employment. There is more or less 
unemployment all the time, but usually 
only for a brief time, and those who want 
work usually can readily find it. But this 
year, by reason of many conspiring condi- 
tions, the unemployment situation became 
acute, so that today there are about 
6,000,000 of people without work. This 
has produced all sorts of hardships, and 
many people are reduced almost to the 
starving point. It is a question whether 
the “bread line” has ever been as large as 
it is today. 


In the next place there was a general 
drought throughout the land. In many 
sections there was no rainfall from April 
to December. Many streams and rivers ran 
dry, crops failed and there was general 
suffering throughout the land. Any one 
of these — business stagnation, unemploy- 
ment or drought, would have been bad 
enough, but when they came together they 
wrought untold misery and dismay among 
the people. In some instances the condi- 
tion bordered upon despair. 


The year also brought to us much law- 
lessness and crime. There was a strong 
sentiment among the people of America to 
repeal or modify the 18th Amendment. The 
issue in our elections was clearly drawn 
between the Drys and the Wets, and there 
was perhaps more heat than light in the 
political campaigns. There was much crime 
and banditry. The daily press reeked with 
suicides, murders, and hold-ups. There 
was wickedness in high places and iniquity 
stalked abroad through the earth. Much 
of our literature was of a salacious char- 
acter, while our “movies” have been de- 
nounced as ministering to the low and 
vulgar instinets of man. 


In addition to all this, there was a de- 
cline in Church attendance, a let-up of 
interest in the work of the Kingdom and 
a decrease in the contributions by the peo- 
ple for the extension of the Gospel. One 
does not need to be a pessimist to see the 
discouraging side of life amid all these 
temporal, social, industrial and religious 
conditions as they came to view during 
this past year. It has been a hard and 
trying year, and it has truly tried men’s 
souls and made extra demands upon the 
faith of Christians. 


But the dark and gloomy conditions 
teach us several very important lessons: 

1. The futility of worldly possessions. 
Our civilization has for years been built 
up and buttressed by material things. We 
put our trust in things and we lived as 
though we believed a man’s life consisted 
in the abundance of the things which he 
possessed. We have come to learn how 
helpless we are if we depend solely on ma- 
terial things. These things have no abid- 
ing quality. Riches take wings and fly 
away. If we trust in them we may be 
left destitute. 


2. The importance of faith in God. It 
is just for such times that our faith was 
given us and by such times it is put to its 
fullest test. Now, above all other times, 
we must live close to God. Now is the 
time when we must show our love and loy- 
alty to the Chureh and to those things for 
which the Church stands. Seasons of de- 
pression should always bring about great 
spiritual revivals. When people are with- 
out work they should throng our houses 
of worship and seek to build up their spir- 
itual lives. Here, also, is the opportunity 
of the Chureh to be sympathetic with and 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, ‘Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


offers annuity contracts which provide 
six to eight per cent income during the 
life of one or two annuitants. A large in- 
come without trouble, worry or risk, plus 
the satisfaction of helping in a great cause. 


Let Your Gift to Catawba 
Pay You a Life Income. 


Write for booklet of information. 


ELMER R. HOKE, Ph.D., President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Censervatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 

Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1928-29 Heidelberg had 
seventeen debates with: other colleges and won 
fourteen of them; one hundred and eight, debates 
in twenty-two years—seventy- -nine victories a 
twenty-nine defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


to aid people in bringing about a better 
state of affairs. Why could not every 
Church have a committee on unemploy- 
ment and seek to make contacts of work- 
ingmen with work? We have been taught 
the humiliating lesson that the Church has 
not yet learned how to bring physical as 
well as mental and spiritual relief to those 
in need, 

3. The need of Christian co-operation. 
The forces of iniquity are strong and alert. 
They cannot be overcome by a divided 
Christian attack. The only solution lies 
in a co-operative effort on the part of all 
Christian men and women. 


If there were 
the proper spirit among men and if the 
principles of Christian brotherhood would | 
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prevail, much of our present economic de- 
pression would cease. But greed and sel- 
fishness and competition lie at the basis 
of it all, and we cannot expeet any real 
improvement until Christians learn to live 
together as brethren, The law of the jun- 
gle, which has so largely prevailed during 
this past year, teaches us the necessity of 
applying the law of love to all relation- 
ships in life. We must learn many of our 
lessons in life through bitter experience, 
This past year should prepare us to go 
forward into the New Year resolved that 
we will do our part to bring about a better 
order in human society, Only the applica- 
tion of Christian principles can assure for 
us a better tomorrow than yesterday or to- 
day have been, 
* * ye 


Perhaps my readers will be interested 
to know that this coneludes thirty-five 
years of continuous exposition of the 
Christian Endeavor topies by the writer, 
making over 1,800 weekly messages to the 
young people of the Reformed Church, 


C. E. 8. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Pastor and Religious Education, by 


Harry ©. Munro, Director of Adult 

Work, International Council of Religious 

Education, The Abingdon Press, New 

York. Price, $2. 

The purpose of this book is to explain 
in a clear manner the meaning and purpose 
of “The Church a School in Christian Liv- 
ing,” and the part the pastor should play 
in that Church. The author contends that 
the amazing achievements through science 
have shown that the Church must adopt 
the scientific method in religious education 
and apply it to the Church as a unified, co- 
ordinated whole, as its basic principle if 
the Church hopes to cope with a material- 
istic, scientific world. 

Why the young people do not stay for 
Church and ways for holding them are dis- 
cussed. The Junior Chureh and children’s 
sermons are severely criticised and reject- 
ed as unsound from an educational stand- 
point. What the Church is trying to do is 
contrasted with what the Church should 
be doing, namely, the organizing of all the 
departments of a Church into one unified 
whole for the development of a Christlike 
personality. “This means that the Church’s 
total program should consist of experiences 
through which persons and groups are 
learning Christlike living and achieving 
Christlike character.” This calls for a 
“radical reconstruction of the traditional 
Chureh’s program,” and means that “the 
office of the minister as traditionally ¢con- 
ceived and commonly practiced is totally 
inadequate, if, indeed, not quite obsolete.” 
This conception of the Church “calls for a 
new type of professional leadership, dif- 
ferently trained and functioning in quite 
a different way.” 

As the office of Director of Religious 
Education is not, as yet, established upon 
a permanent foundation, and at best not 
available for the vast majority of 
Churches, a Director of Religious Mduca- 
tion is not the solution of the problem of 
the new Church, Professional leaders have 
and will continue to render excellent sery- 
ice, but, with the exception of the com- 
paratively few Churches, “satisfactory edu- 
cational supervision will be through the 
one employed professional leader—the pas- 
tor.” The indisputable place of the pastor 
as director of religious education should be 
recognized at once. 

To become an efficient director, the pas 
tor must beeome trained in sound educa- 
tional principles and psychology, with a 
comprehensive grasp of the whole religious 

education movement. The pastor should 
be responsible for the whole program of 
the Chureh. No matter how many assist- 
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BOOKMARKS FOR GIFTS OR REWARDS 


IMPORTED SILK BOOKMARKS 


Large Size 


Here are genuine hand-made, silk book 
marks of lasting beauty. They never fail to 
please, The attractive flowers and decorations, 


In pretty colors, as well as the 
are hand-painted on heavy silk, 
appreciated, 


Bible verses, 
Always much 


Assorted colors, Choose the texts you like 
best. Fine reward for young people, Size 
§ x 1 2/3. 

No, 80.) Jesus Only. 

No, 81. The Lord Is My Shepherd, 

No, 82. Be Not Afraid. 

No, 8% Charity Never Faileth. 

No, 84, Bless the Lord, O My Soul, 

No. 85. Be Thou Faithful Unto Death. 

No. 86. And the Lord Shall Guide Thee Con- 


tinually, 


Come boxed, one dozen in box for $2.50 
Any assortment, 12 for $2.75; 25 cents each 


ETCHED BRONZE 
BOOKMARKS 


this beautiful, attractive 
useful novelty. Wach 


mark is similar in size 


* Pesrsecece. 


——s 


16:18, “Watch ye, 
strong.” 
No, 1138-—(Hspecially 


honest . . . just 


think on these things.” 


Numbers 112 and 118, while designed especially for boys and girls respee- 
tively, are suitable and appropriate for anyone. 


Price, 15 cents each, $1.50 per doz., assorted if desired. 
SILK WOVEN BOOKMARKS 
Price, 35 cents each, or $4.00 a dozen, postpaid. 


x 1% inches, 
The 23rd Psalm, 
The Lord's Prayer. 


“WHAT 
If you have the blues. 


If people seem unkind, 


Size, 1% x 12 inches. 


Old and New Testaments, 


There are three designs of 
and 
book- 
and 
shape, The designs are etched 
in black, and stand out clearly 
on the bright finished brass. 
The bookmarks are 44% inches 
long, and each one is furnish- 
ed with a bright colored silk 
cord and tassel and is mount- 
ed on a card, This is not only 
a beautiful bookmark, but also a practical letter opener which can be used 
in cutting the leaves of new books. 
this price which is as appropriate and beautiful as a gift or reward. 
nished in three designs as follows: 


No, 111—Hoffmann Head design—no verse or lettering. 


No. 112—(KEspecially for boys)—Mounted Knight design and Verse, I Cor. 
stand 


for girls)—Plockhorst’s 
abridged verse, Phil, 4:8, “ 


Made entirely of silk, exquisitely woven in three colors, 
SILK BOOKMARKS 

Price, 10 cents each; $9.00 per 100, assorted colors. 

TO READ" 


If your pocketbook is empty. 


If discouraged about your work. 

If you are all out of sorts. 

If you are losing confidence in men, 

If you can’t have your own way about everything. 


RAINBOW BOOK 


The ribbons, arranged in the order 
of the prismatte colors mark the different divisions of the 
Price, 35 cents. 


There is no novelty at anywhere near 
Fur- 


fast in the faith, quit ye like men, be 


Good Shepherd design and 
Whatsoever things are true . 


. pure . lovely . of good report 


Size, 64 
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Book Mark 
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ants he has he should be trained to be 
the head and to work harmoniously with 
his assistants. Suggestions as to how he 
shall find time to do this work are given. 


Impossible as the task may seem, for the 
vast majority of pastors, the author pleads 
for a sympathetie study of the idea of a 
Church as a school in Christian living, and 
the necessity of pastors becoming fitted, 
to the best of their ability, to be leaders 
in religious edueation. He does not seek 
to solve their problem, “but rather to 
stimulate the minister to work out his own 
solution in his own way.” 

This book requires an extended review 
because of its paramount importance to 
pastors for the following reason: The idea 
of “The Chureh a School in Christian Liv- 
ing” is being advocated by the Interna- 
tional Couneil of Religious Education, and 
hence through its denominational repre- 
sentatives must be advocating what these 


representatives have endorsed. Therefore, 
it is of the utmost importance that the 
pastors of the affiliated denominations 
should have a good knowledge of what is 
meant by, and what is proposed to be 
achieved by, “The Church a School in 
Christian Living.” 

Numerous declarations and beliefs pre- 
sented by Mr. Munro will be challenged 
by many. However, if religious educators 
have discovered a method hy which the 
Church can regain its power and influence, 
especially over young people, then that 
method and proposed program should have 
a fair hearing, and if found sound, adopt- 
ed and put into practice. As the idea-of 
“The Church a School in Christian Living” 
will, without much doubt, be receiving 
much attention during the coming year 


pastors should acquaint themselves with 
the subject as speedily as possible, 
W. C. R. 
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CHURCH EQUIPMENT SERVICE 


Multiplying Your Message 


Ministers and eommittee secretaries are 
constantly confronted with the necessity 
of sending out numbers of notices or an- 
nouncements. The minister must be con- 
tinually alert in keeping in touch with 
each individual or group in his Church, and 
his responsibilities and activities are never 
ending, and the demands on his time quite 
often allow insufficient time in his study. 

Many Churches use a printed weekly 
bulletin with the order of Sunday services 
and annguncements of various meetings. 
In addition to this, however, it is often 
necessary to send out postcard notices of 
meetings, or perhaps an eleventh hour 
change of meeting date. The Missionary 
Society, the Men’s Bible Class, the Build- 
ing Committee, and other groups find it 
hard to assemble the members on short 
notice. 

Every minister or business man will give 
unqualified endorsement of the value of a 
duplicating device for the varied purposes 
of. Church work. Numbers of letters, an- 
nouncements, forms, or illustrations can be 
duplicated rapidly and inexpensively. It 
can be in almost constant use by the 
groups who send out notices or make up 
programs or instructions. As an illustra- 
tion, copies of new Christmas carols could 
be made for. the entire Sunday School at 
a considerable saving. Each class or group 
that has given a pageant or entertainment 
knows how important the printed lines or 
instructions are for every member to take 
home and memorize. 

There are various types of duplicating 
devices on the market, the simplest of 
which is the type resembling a large rub- 
ber stamp. The gelatin film carrying the 
impression is fastened to the rounded base, 


and it is simply rocked to and fro on the 
sheet to make the imprint. Another form 
of the film duplicator is the flat type in 
which the duplicator rolls from either end, 
the sheet to be imprinted is laid on, and a 
soft rubber roller passed back and forth 
several times, 

The rotary type presents the advantage 
of speed and automatic alignment, and in 
some cases is motor driven, Still another 
is the kind in which printing type is set 
in grooves in the drum, which is either 
hand or electrically driven, and great num- 
bers of copies can be produced. These 
closely resemble a typewritten letter and 
give an appearance of individuality. 

Many members of each congregation use 
machines like these mentioned in their 
business offices, and perhaps are occasion- 
ally requested to send out letters or an- 
nouncements for their Church. They will 
fully realize how important and indispens- 
able it is to them, and how it would serve 
equally well for many purposes in Church 
work, <A duplicating device makes a valu- 
able gift for a group or society to present 
to the Church, 

It is certain that constantly keeping in 
touch by this method with all the members 
of a congregation, telling them the news 
of the Church in an informal manner, and 
constantly reminding them of their mem- 
bership and its obligations, will minimize 
personal visits, letters, and telephone ealls. 

Further information on the additional 
uses of duplicating devices and detailed 
descriptions of them will be sent to you 
by the manufacturers if you will address 
your request to Church Equipment Servy- 
ice, the “Reformed Church Messenger,” 
15th and Race Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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at no expense after the first small cost. Change 
your message every week or as often as you 
wish. 20,000 churches use it. 


H. E. Winters Specialty Co., Davenport, lowa 


WINTERS ILLUMINATED BULLETINS 
ET 


Church Decorator, frestu-raunuy dat Decorating 
MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 


Sketches on Application 
H. P. BERGER . : Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 
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TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM* 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS—PEALS ., 


McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high 
est grade. Booklets and _ specifications on 
request. 


Suen 


M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches. 


DEAGAN 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from 
organ consoleor automatically. Price, 
$4375 and up. Literature on request. 
J. C. Deagan, Inc., 108 Deagan Bldg., Chicago — 
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JOHN W. HEDRICK 

John W. Hedrick, a member of the First 
Church, High Point, N. C., passed away 
Thursday, Dee. 4, at the Guilford General 
Hospital. Mr. Hedrick’s death was caused 
by complications which set in after an 
operation for appendicitis. He was 
years of age. Mr. Hedrick was a leader 
in the Reformed Church in North Carolina 
Classis. In his local congregation he was 
a faithful servant, being at the time of 
his death, vice-president of the Consistory, 
delegate elder to Classis and Synod, ad- 
visor in the Young People’s Department 
of the Sunday School, and teacher of a 
class of older boys. He carried his sense 
of godliness into his many other fields of 
activity. During 29 years of residence in 
High Point, Mr. Hedrick served as the 
city mayor for a four-year term, and city 
councilman for two terms. He was a 
director ef the Commercial National Bank, 
Southern Hotels’ Association, High Point 
Perpetual B. & L., a trustee of High Point 
College, a member of the High Point School 
Board, and vice-president and general man- 
ager of the Lexington Grocery Co. He 
was a member of the Kiwanis Club and 
the Junior Order of the United Amer- 
ican Mechanies. He served his family, 
Chureh and community well. Members of 
the immediate family who survive are: 
Mrs. Ada Rothrock Hedrick, three sons: 
Edwin, Walter and Robert, and one daugh- 
ter, Margaret; and his parents: Mr. and 
Mrs. George F. Hedrick, of near Lexing- 
ton. The funeral services were held in the 
First Church of High Point. Rev. W. R. 
Shaffer, the pastor, conducted the services, 
and Dr. J. C. Leonard, Rev. L. A. Peeler 
and Rey. Milton Whitener assisted. It can 
well be said> “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant, thou hast been faithful; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” §g, 
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JAMES M. HARTZEL 


St. Peter’s Church, Hilltown, Pa., lost 
one of her oldest and most faithful mem- 
bers, in the death of Elder James M. 
Hartzel, of Chalfont, on Oct. 29, in his 
80th year. Elder Hartzel was not only a 
faithful and conscientious officer of the 
congregation, but always maintained a 
keen and devoted interest in every phase 
of religious activity of his denomination 
and the Church at large. Until about two 
years ago, when failing health and the 
infirmities of age made it impossible, 
Elder Hartzel was regular in attendance 
at all Church services. For 50 years he 
was a member of the Consistory, serving 
19 years as a deacon, and 31 years as an 
elder. For 30 years he was congregational 
treasurer. During this time he regularly 
attended the meetings of Classis and Hast- 
ern Synod, and a number of times was a 
delegate to General Synod. Through the 
personal efforts of Elder Hartzel, and 
largely through his personal gifts, the 
Hilltown congregation overpaid her For- 
ward Movement Quota several years ago. 

Mr. Hartzel was a son of Francis Dietz 
and Catherine Shellenberger Hartzel. He 
was born in Upper Salford Township, 
Montgomery County, near Tylersport, Aug. 
23, 1851. He came to Chalfont in 1860, 
where he later engaged in the milling 
business with his father. In 1885 Mr. 
Hartzel and his brother, B. Frank Hartzel, 
formed a partnership under the firm name 
of F. D. Hartzel’s Sons. He retired from 
business in 1920. 


In addition to business and religious in- 
terests, Elder Hartzel was active in com- 
munity and civie affairs. He became pres- 
ident of the Chalfont National Bank upon 
its organization and continued to hold that 
office until his death. He was a director 
and the vice-president of the Citizens 
National Bank, of Lansdale, from its be- 
ginning and continued in that capacity 
until that institution merged with the 
First National Bank of Lansdale. He 


filled various civil offices, school director, 


tax collector, borough councilman, burgess. - 


He was a trustee of Cedar Crest College, 
from which institution his three daugh- 
ters were graduated. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Isa- 
bell J. (Frick) Hartzel, three daughters, 
Mrs. Laura V. Frick, of Chalfont; Miss 
Elsie M. Hartzel, of Chalfont; Mrs. Jennie 
G. Smiley, of Abington; one granddaugh- 
ter, Isabelle J. Smiley, of Abington; and 
two brothers, Rev. Wilson S. Hartzel, of 
Atlantic City, and Harvey 8S. Hartzel, of 
Chalfont. The funeral service was held 
on Nov. 3, at St. Peter’s Church, Hilltown, 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. J. HE. Wilda- 
sin, and Dr. W. F. Curtis, president of 
Cedar Crest College, Allentown. 

J. E. Wildasin. 


